
 

ADVISORY ON REGULATIONS RELATED TO THE ALERT LEVELS IMPOSED TO 

CONTROL COVID-19 AND THE IMPLEMENTATION THEREOF 

 

Problem statement: How do the regulations for permitted economic activity at Alert level 

4 contribute to slowing the transmission of SARS-CoV-2? 

 

Points for consideration: 

1. This advisory is being submitted to the NDoH at this stage as the MAC was not aware 

of proposed regulations on  

a. Sale of clothing, footwear and bedding;  

b. Sale of cars anmd emergency automobile repairs;  

c. Small business development  

when they had been released by the government for comment earlier.  

2. The primary goal of the national COVID-19 response is to the “flatten the curve”. The 

regulations, related to clothes, vehicle purchasing and SMMEs, outline various 

permitted products that may be purchased with no indication of why and how these 

were selected. These items listed in the regulations bear no relation to the overall 

goal of reducing SARS-CoV-2 transmission. 

3. It is unclear why certain individual items were included while others were excluded. 

For example, the clothes regulations allow the purchase of close-toed shoes but not 

open-toed shoes. 

4. Easing the lockdown through product-level, rather than sector-level, regulations is 

inappropriate and unnecessary intrusive. 

5. It is concerning that resources may be directed from the fight against COVID-19 to 

enforcing unjustifiable regulations 

6. It is also a source of deep concern that these regulations will detract from the task of 

fighting COVID-19 and undermine social cohesion and support for the national 

COVID-19 response 

 

Recommendations: 



1. The MAC recommends that the regulations on clothes, vehicle purchasing and 

SMMEs be withdrawn forthwith.  

 

2. If the regulations on sale of cars and automobile repairs, and that on small 

business development are to be redrawn, they should focus solely on 

regulations that will reduce the likelihood of coronavirus transmission in the 

workplace i.e. non-therapeutic interventions, with primacy given to social 

distancing, hand hygiene, universal masking, regular decontamination of 

workplace surfaces, and staff monitoring for symptoms with rapid testing and 

isolation as necessary. 

 

3. Future regulations related to the prevention and control of COVID-19 should link 

to the overall goal of the national COVID-19 response. 


