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SA social listening collated input 
8 July 2021 

 
This is the collation of reports from several organisations doing social listening to Covid 
& vaccine concerns, questions and misinformation in SA. Thanks to all who submitted. 
This is an input document for our meeting tomorrow Friday 9 July 2021 in Zoom here. 
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1. National Department of Health (Charity) 
 

 
#1 Daily Updates on Covid-19 not transparent on deaths from vaccines, part of a discussion on HealthZA in 
response to a post with 11K views and 1.1 reactions with 126 negative views that describe the omission of vaccine 
death stats as a deliberate omission to mislead. here 
 

 
 

#2 Use of leaders as influencers of vaccine acceptance received with mixed feelings 

Enhancing public trust in COVID-19 using leaders as 
trusted sources can instil and maintain public confidence 
and influence vaccine acceptance. Sometimes with 
unintended results as in this case where it’s taken as 
assisting the elite to “jump the queue” when “people with 
chronic diseases should be prioritised”, and “we don’t 
want to see politicians being vaccinated, we want to see 
pictures of ordinary people” here calling for trusted 
influencers from their own communities. 
 
 
 

  

Disclose number of daily deaths of 
people who have already 

 
 

https://health-za.zoom.us/j/98090983720?pwd=S0llMDJxWnBxVlFPdkc3L0tndXBBdz09
https://www.facebook.com/HealthZA/
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/enhancing-public-trust-in-covid-19-vaccination-the-role-of-governments-eae0ec5a/
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#3 Vaccine hesitancy among 60+person influenced by their anti-vaccine children/ grandchildren 
A scan through HEALTHZA here and CHW chat suggest that vaccine hesitancy among older persons is influenced by 
their close trusted sources often within the family. Public perceptions are also that 60+ years are prioritised “to reduce 
numbers of pension pay-outs” and “electioneering because they form the poor and illiterate majority of the voters that 
can be manipulated for votes”. 
 

                                                                                                                  

 

 
 

Since there were also questions and requests for more information, it is recommended that all Department’s social 
media posts  including media alerts and webinar invites should be released with Hotline, WhatsApp and SMS contact 
details  

 

2. UNICEF (Janine and team) 
 
Engagements with Tweets and digital news articles about COVID 19 vaccines were both 
down by 20% in the period under review. The main issues online are below, organised by 
the four domains that influence uptake, according to the Behaviour and Social Driver’s 
Mode.  

This report provides an analysis of online content related to COVID-19 vaccines in South Africa between  Jul1-7. The 
report draws from the following categories of online signals: Google and YouTube search trends, Twitter and 
Facebook posts, and digital news articles. Google and YouTube trends data are from Google Trends, Twitter and 
digital news from Talkwalker and Facebook from Crowdtangle.  

What people think and feel:  Sustained interest in benefits and safety  
Online conversations on Covid 19 vaccinations generating most engagements related to 
vaccine safety (19%) and effectiveness (13%). One  of the top 5 tweets by engagement is 
on vaccine protecting against hospitalisation and death, and  among top shared links on 
Twitter is story on an expert explaining that the vaccine can't give you COVID . Among most 
shared digital news stories is the report on 94% of Covid-19 infections in HCW vaccinated 
with J&J shown to be  mild  and a digital news report on the balance of evidence showing  
Ivermectin has no benefit against Covid-19 among the top articles by engagement 
 
The regional monitoring team also notes that discussions on natural vs vaccine immunity 
should be monitored, as an article claiming that the power of natural immunity has been 
downplayed and that vaccines are risky received over 4k engagements on Facebook and 1k 
engagements on Twitter between June 28 and July 4 
 
Strong perceived risk of COVID is suggested by the top digital news stories by engagement 
including reports on rising  infections among children in Limpop and the continued rise in 
COVID case. On Facebook, singer Rudi Claas’s post updating on his wife condition was in the 
top five for the week. A tweet on the Lambda strain was also one of the top five by engagement 
for the week.  
 

Leave our mothers and 
grandmothers alone 

https://www.facebook.com/HealthZA/
https://www.enca.com/news/expert-jab-cant-give-you-covid-19
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/94-of-covid-19-infections-in-healthcare-worker-after-jj-vaccines-are-mild-samrc-data-shows-20210701
https://www.news24.com/health24/medical/infectious-diseases/coronavirus/ivermectin-balance-of-evidence-shows-no-benefit-against-covid-19-20210705
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/third-wave-limpopo-sees-rise-in-covid-19-infections-in-children-20210705
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Social processes 
While NIDS/CRAM and SAMRC research is showing vaccine acceptance may be becoming 
a social norm, News24’s story on 10 000 teachers and support staff refusing the vaccine 
was one of top five posts Facebook posts by interaction.  
Coverage of Cape GP Dr Marie Oliver criticising the vaccine as experimental was also one 
of the top digital news stories by engagement 
Kaapse dokter onder skoot oor kritiek teen inentings | Netwerk24 
 
Practical issues:  
Where and how to access remained priority topics, accounting for 22% of online conversation. 
This is paralleled in Google search trends with  “registration for vaccine 50-59” up 1000% this 
week,  “Dischemvaccine sites in kzn” up 400%  “walk-in vaccination and walk in center near me” up 
+250% and “how to register for vaccine” (+130%).   The most shared link on Twitter  was  
https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/ 
 
Availability:  Top Facebook post for the week was the NDoH update on JnJ vaccine deliveries.  
 SAPHRA’s approval of the Sinovac vaccine drew interested with Google search trends for “Sinovac 
vaccine” up 250% and the EFF’s tweet welcoming the approval featuring in the top five of the week, 
and the News24 article on the same in the top five by engagement for the week.  
In the same light the Business Live story explaining why SA is not instantly able to 
manufacturer mRNA vaccines was of the top shared links on twitter.  
 
Trust/Distrust in Govt/ specifically Ramaphosa  
Top tweet by engagement relatto attention being focused on Zumaw 3hile Ramaphosa’s 
government looting COVID relief funds, selling SAA, buying expired vaccines etc and a 
tweet on ‘vaccine blunders’ was one of the top five by engagement this week. One of the 
top five facebook posts for the week expressed sadness at seeing people dying from Covid 
while ‘leaders fly abroad and the deputy president is in Russia”.  
 
 
Online topics of conversation 
 

 
 
 

https://www.netwerk24.com/Nuus/Gesondheid/kaapse-dokter-onder-skoot-oor-kritiek-teen-inentings-20210702
https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/
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3. Centre for Communications Impact (Nthabiseng & team) 
 
Variant Lambda:  

• Rumours of a new COVID-19 variant is circulating.  
Supposedly more deadly than the current Delta strain. 

 
 

Fear of Vaccine effectiveness 
• A popular opinion is circulating Twitter regarding the lack of effectiveness of the J&J and 

Pfizer vaccines as more strains are surfacing. 
• People are questioning the point of taking vaccines when new strains are arising. 
• People are wondering if the current vaccines are effective against the potential increase 

in COVID Variant types. 
 
 

Advert in Cape Town and other companies using Religion to mislead and misinform (here) 
In what seems to be a ridiculous marketing stunt. The company in question tried to use people’s 
political ideologies and beliefs to sell its products like sanitizers, sprays and suggests that 
people not vaccinate themselves but rather make use of the companies “more than effective 
product lines” to protect themselves against COVID-19. What’s worse is the interesting 
message they use to sell their product: “in Gates you Trust? In God we Trust. No vaccine for us”  

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.iol.co.za/amp/news/south-africa/western-cape/anti-vaccine-billboard-in-god-we-trust-causes-a-stir-in-cape-town-67077077-60f9-4013-9504-d2cc7494774e
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The issue here is that there are products being advertised in a similar misleading manner like 
Umhlonyane with claims of completely curing COVID-19 and offering full immunity properties. 
 

 
 
General distrust of the government’s ability to counter key issues people live with. 

• Many people are not prioritising testing and vaccine taking because they have bigger 
problems to worry about.  

• Unemployment, food insecurity and a lack of financial ability to travel to sites as big 
reasons.  

• Perceived government corruption and key stakeholder message output does not 
combine to sell a convincing statement to many people in the public when promoting the 
taking of vaccines.  

• Many people still have underlying conspiracy theories about government and whether 
they are actively infecting the population with variants. (Seems to be a big trend on 
WhatsApp statuses)    
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4. Red Cross (Ireen) 
 
The key issues from community feedback mechanism in the past week are;  
 Government soliciting money using COVID-19 scam (perception) 
 Vaccine causing more deaths (rumour) 
 There are different vaccines for the rich and the poor (rumour) 
 Keenness to register 

 

5. Covid hotline Callcentre (Lizzie of Right To Care, Candy of DG 
Murray Trust) 

• Huge volume of calls received due to change in policy and EVDS rules to allow cross-
vaccination appointments (uninsured to private sites, insured to public sites). 
This release of a huge batch of appointment SMSs over the weekend with no advance 
warning, resulted in poor service levels.  

• Good communication to both the public and to all levels of the service platform will be 
essential to ensure that clients aren't turned away from sites due to the previous 
limitations on choice of site 

• High volume of calls regarding scheduling for vaccine appointment at a site that is too far away. 
• High volume of calls regarding appointment SMS not being received.  
• The first batch of SMSs went out to those over 50 with appointments. Some of the SMSs only 

gave the name of a facility without the address e.g. Dischem Pretoria. This resulted in a very high 
number of calls.  

• 50 years olds being turned away at some sites. 
• Private school teachers are visiting the vaccination site and many are being turned away with no 

reasons being given. This is leading to calls from Principals to the call centre. 
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• Calls regarding citizens attending sites for vaccination and being told that they have already been 
vaccinated (when they have not).  

• Many clients calling due to the fact that they have been vaccinated and are still receiving 
messages instructing them to go and get vaccinated.  

• Some issues with Discovery clients being registered who are not eligible. Their registration comes 
through to EVDS and they do get an appointment, but they do not meet the criteria for 
vaccination.  

 

6. Real 411 (William & team) 
 
MISINFO: COVID is a giant hoax, more die from the flu.  Linked to Dr Tros Bekker TRUTH: Flu 
does not kill more people than COVID. https://fullfact.org/health/flu-covid-deaths/  
MISINFO: Masks are bad, news is bad vaccines are unknown untested and hazardous. The 
graphic below captures all of these issues in one but the person responsible puts out content on 
these issues. TRUTH: Vaccines work, so do masks. 
 

 
 
 
Misinfo: Ivermectin works vaccines are not safe. A number of complaints on Ivermectin again.  
Letter below is good example of how Doctor seems reasonable, but then works in anti vaccine 
link.  TRUTH: Ivermectin has not been approved and sufficiently tested for COVID treatment.   

https://real411.org.za/complaints-view/AL2CJ7YT
https://fullfact.org/health/flu-covid-deaths/
https://real411.org.za/complaints-view/LJSFVAOP
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/keythingstoknow.html
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/coronavirus-mask/art-20485449
https://real411.org.za/complaints-view/shbnqyxn
https://www.sahpra.org.za/news-and-updates/sahpra-statement-high-court-order-ivermectin/
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7. Praekelt (Neville & team) 
 
Question 1: “When a Covid-19 vaccine becomes available to you, will you take it?” 

 

 
 
Question 2 (if No): “share the main reason why [they felt] this way about COVID-19 
vaccines? 

 
 
 
 
  

Respondents who indicated 
‘No’ or ‘Not sure’ were asked a 
secondary multiple choice 
question asking to “share the 
main reason why [they felt] this 
way about COVID-19 vaccines? 
 
6519 responses to this question 
were captured with the majority 
remaining commonly known 
reasons. 
 

36443* users of the Contact 
NDOH service responded to the 
first multiple choice question in 
the poll: 
Vaccine acceptance has shown a 
continuous upward trend 
*Current Period: 25/06/21 - 08/07/21 
**Previous Period: 18/06/21 - 24/06/21 
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Question 3:  
 
 

 
Whilst “reasonable/known” motivations for hesitancy remain high, an increase in hesitancy has 
been observed amongst individuals with concerns around comorbidities/chronic health 
conditions. Knowledge gaps remain high which can be countered through aggressive vaccine 
education initiatives. 
 
  
Right information is not shared. Why don't u inform ppl with chronic condition not to vaccine. I nearly lost my mom . Share 
the information. Otherwise you'll be killing the nation 
My health condition 
My brother is diabetic, got 1st dose of pfizer, now sugar levels have been high to. 21,and it's used to be below 10 
Ive got bloodcloths 
Is it safe for my mom whom is diabetic for 23 years and she's on treatment 
Im asmatic and i dont know what the side affets will be or if im allergic to anything 
I'm worried is the vaccine safe for a person with diabetes,high blood pressure and enlarged liver, enlarged heart 
I'm on Chemotherapy 
I'm just very scared because of my chronic illnesses and anxiety and headaches 
I'm HIV positive so I'm nt sure what I just do 
I'm getting a product of cancer and I'm afraid it will clash withvthe working of the injection of my cancer treatment 
I'm Chronic person with asthma so the government hospital dose not give the oxygen machine because of my age I'm not 
working I'm from poor family I have nothing for a living I just need help the machine only 
I'm asmatic 
I'm a person with hypertension and diabetes not sure if I should take it 
I'm a diabetic and not hearing anything about side effects for diabetics and hypertension patients 
I will take it but what effect does it have on high blood 
I will have the vaccine, provided I am reassured all is well with me being on epilepsy medication 
I will be taking it only if it's safe for people with Dvt 
I want to but On 5 years cancer treatment 
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8. NICD (Nileen and Sinenhlanhla) 
 
Main topics this week: 

1.       Communities look to NICD to provide answers regarding the vaccine rollout 
2.       Lots of conversations and speculations around the extension of the current 
lockdown level 
3.       Non-compliance to preventative measures 
4.       Queries relating to the Lambda variant 

 

9. Covid Comms (David) 
SOCIAL MEDIA: 
1. Clarity on whether the #VaccinateTeachers will be extended 
2. What the process is for getting vaccinated if you're on medical aid 
3. Violations of Covid protocols at workplaces continue to come up 
4. Delays with SMSes from EVDS remains a concern 
5. Questions around what the statistics are of cumulative vaccinations 
versus only one shot vaccinations 
6. It does appear that the EVDS system is running more efficiently with the 50+ group 
 
TEACHER VACCINATIONS 
A letter was sent to teacher unions by an evangelical practitioner threatening to oppose 
teacher vaccinations on the grounds that they were being used as "human guinea pigs". 
The attached fact-sheet was developed on vaccinations and circulated to 
all recipients. (See the end of this document). 

10. Centre for Analytics and behavioural change (Jesse) 
 
Three main issues this week 

• Vaccine Roll-out Concerns 
• Criticism of Government 
• Vaccine Misinformation 
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This week, mention volume continued to trend upwards, roughly triple the volume of 
conversation we recorded in the second week of June. 
 

 
 
Of those who declare their location in their Twitter bios, 2 out of 5 users are located in 
Johannesburg. Pretoria-based users also accounted for a large portion of the 
conversation, trailing Cape Town by 2.3% of total mentions. 
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This week, the vaccine conversation revolved around sadness, roll out, dying and industry 
stratification. 
 
 
1. Vaccine Roll-out Concerns 
Our researchers found tweets and posts showing concerns about the roll out of the 
vaccine.  
 
This tweet from an influential account received 81 retweets and 311 likes, saying “So 
sad .. a colleague (ICU specialist)says he’s having to ventilate a few covid patients who 
had their 1st Pfizer jabs … but too late to save them”. The author ended the tweet by 
saying if the government had gotten their vaccine act together, the patient would have 
just been moderately sick. 
 

 
 
This post speaks about the low turnout from the Gauteng Department of Education vaccine 
program. The department was shocked that a lot of teachers and supporting staff are 
refusing to get the vaccine. This tweet received a lot of attention with mixed reactions, with 
some people saying the government should start vaccinating the next group.  

https://twitter.com/rinmor/status/1410213579157131271
https://twitter.com/HeidiGiokos/status/1410978478242009091
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2. Criticism of the Government   
 
This week, our researchers found a number of low to medium traction posts containing 
distrust and/or criticism of the government for various reasons. The most common reason 
was corruption, followed by the move to lockdown level 4. 
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On the 6th of July, the DOH announced that they would be opening up vaccines for people 
who had special requests, like for travelling for business or people who studied abroad. 
Skye Grove shared the announcement and the application form from the DOH. The tweet 
was not received well. The document mentioned that some of the people who qualify for 
this would be Ministers and Deputy ministers. Users stated that government employees 
getting vaccinated before citizens who need the vaccine amounts to corruption. Some of 
the comments can be seen below 

 
3. Vaccine Misinformation  
 
Our team noted that many users on social media remain unsure about the vaccine, a problem 
made worse by the spread of misinformation. This week, there was a wide array of misinformation. 
We did notice one subtheme about people taking the vaccine and dying shortly after. Some of 
this content points to the vaccine as the cause of death, others point to COVID itself.  
 
A tweet relating to the above topic by Animals Rule gained some traction, stating “my fully 
vaccinated friend just passed away from Covid.” This tweet had 562 retweets, 84 quote tweets 
and 967 likes. In response to this Sandidakar tweeted “and you still want the jab.”  
 
In a similar vein, Miraaikie states that she knows 6 people who have died from COVID-19 and 
that all of them had been vaccinated in the last month. The individual states, “Why on earth will I 
want that poison?!” This tweet was flagged by Twitter for vaccine misinformation. Twitter 
responded by saying “This Tweet is misleading” and included a link to “Find out why health 
officials consider COVID-19 vaccines safe for most people.”  
 

https://twitter.com/SkyeGrove/status/1412104290991288328
https://twitter.com/AnimalsRule9/status/1411985384725155840
https://twitter.com/sandidakar/status/1412034008104460291
https://twitter.com/miraaikie/status/1410894073171484673
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PhoebeKyan shared a  similar experience, saying that her mother had a “bad reaction” to the 
vaccine. She went on to write that she had “been amputated below her knees and will be losing 
most of her hands later.” In response to this, Eleazar states that  “just few weeks after taking the 
vaccine my aunt uncle and another family member pass on of this vaccine.”  
 
The spread of vaccine and COVID-19 misinformation has continued and here are some of the 
highlights:  
 
Sizwe sikaMusi (an individual who has repeatedly appeared in the vaxx report) states that the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the current restrictions are actually a ploy for governments to 
“undermine their citizens and suppress political opponents…. Regimes have found a new and 
effective toy of repression.”  
 
In response to the above tweet, another individual who has been featured on the vax report for 
misinformation, Amanda Refusenik shares the contact information for Riekie Erasmus, a lawyer 
working with the Covid Care Alliance. This lawyer’s flyer states that they need “facts/info” on 
things such as: 
 

● Jab adverse effects  
● PCR positive tests with no symptoms  
● PCR negative tests with symptoms  
● COVID treatment by your doctor  
● COVID cause of death  

 
More vaccine misinformation was found in this tweet which argues that South Africa is not 
currently in a third wave but is rather currently experiencing a normal flu season. Ithkhumalo 
states that “there’s no COVID-19 vaccine but studies where we’re used as pigs & frogs. They 
testing shit on us. If there’s now new variants since 2019 then how come in 2021 they using the 
same old outdated vaccines shit?” This tweet points to the education needed around vaccines 
and how they can still be efficient against different variants.  
 
Marek19839979, a self-proclaimed scientist, tweeted that they deal with “vaccine damaged 
children daily and now with COVID-19 damage adults.” This individual also states that there has 
been corruption in government in terms of vaccines and says “the ANC got a nice kickback from 
the Pfizer and J&J.”  
 
Finally SimonHurry argues that the biggest difference between a COVID-19 vaccine and a 
smallpox vaccine is that “one has undergone rigorous testing, the other has not.” It is clear that 
even if individuals are not spreading outright misinformation around the vaccine, there are many 
people who are concerned about the safety of the vaccine because they feel there has been a 
lack of testing. This again points to the need for more education around the vaccine itself and the 
development of it.  
 

https://twitter.com/PhoebeKyan/status/1411724619594280963
https://twitter.com/EleazarAllstar/status/1412033672887341058
https://twitter.com/SizweLo/status/1412021737299103746
https://twitter.com/z00tymanda/status/1412644661840199681
https://twitter.com/ITKHUMALO/status/1412285977108811780
https://twitter.com/Marek19839979/status/1412533664496467970
https://twitter.com/simonhurry/status/1412032611908833283
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11. Other 
 
Gauteng Education MEC Panyaza Lesufi slammed for peddling fake Covid-19 cure online here 
 

12. Covid Comms busting 6 vaccination myths 
 
MYTH 1: “Employers are forcing employees to vaccinate against their will and 
without their informed consent “ 
FACT: Employees can refuse vaccination on Constitutional or medical grounds. 
Constitutional grounds are the right to bodily integrity and the right to freedom of 
religion, belief and opinion. Medical grounds include severe allergic reaction to an 
ingredient in the COVID-19 vaccine. No employer is forcing employees to vaccinate 
against their will and without their informed consent. 
 
MYTH 2: “People are given gene-changing injections (vaccines) without their 
informed consent.” 
FACTS: (1) Vaccines do not change your genes. (2) Informed consent is a necessary 
part of all health care provision, including vaccination, and of clinical trials. All persons 
receiving a service must be given the information that they need to make a decision on 
whether to accept the service. When being given a COVID-19 vaccination, the person 
receiving it is given all relevant information about what to expect.  
 
MYTH 3: “Vaccines in South Africa are not licensed for use as COVID-19 vaccines” 
FACT: The South African Health Products Regulatory Authority (SAHPRA) has 
authorized three vaccines authorized for use in South Africa - AstraZeneca, Pfizer and 
Johnson & Johnson (J&J). SAHPRA has reduced the COVID-19 vaccine registration 
process from 20 months to less than 3 months where the required standard of data is 
available, while adhering to strict guidelines to ensure the safety of South Africans. No 
steps are being skipped in the trial or registration process – the process is just being 
completed more quickly, allowing for speedy registration of vaccines in South Africa.  
Only SAHPRA authorized vaccines may be used to vaccinate people in South Africa.   
 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-07-07-gauteng-education-mec-panyaza-lesufi-slammed-for-peddling-fake-covid-19-cure-online/
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MYTH 4: People are forced to use vaccines, which have harmful consequences, 
including death. They are not made aware of alternative medicines such as 
ivermectin, hydroxychloroquine, umhloyane and zinc.  
FACTS: (1) The vaccine assists in the body to build immunity to fight the virus. While 
there may be some side effects for some people, these are generally not serious and 
are much less serious than the effects of COVID-19.(2) There is currently no SAHPRA 
authorized treatment for COVID-19 once a person has been infected.  
Vaccines, like all medicines, can have side effects. For COVID-19 vaccines, common 
side-effects include headache, nausea, and fever. Most of the time, the side-effects are 
not serious and are definitely not life threatening.  
The medicines proposed as alternatives to vaccines (including ivermectin and 
hydrochloroquine) also have side effects.  Even Zinc, an easily accessible 
supplement, also has possible side effects that include nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, 
metallic taste, kidney and stomach damage.    
SAHPRA is monitoring research on the use of ivermectin for use in treating COVID-
19 to determine whether it is safe to do so. Ivermectin is currently available in certain 
limited circumstances. The evidence currently is that ivermectin is not helpful in 
preventing or treating COVID-19.   
Hydrochloroquine is used to prevent or treat malaria, a parasitic disease. It is not 
authorized for the treatment of and has not, in clinical trials, been found to treat COVID-
19.  
Medicines such as a zinc and umhlonyane, as well as other supplements or herbs may 
help the body cope with the symptoms of COVID-19 but have not been found to treat 
COVID-19.  
 
MYTH 5: South Africans being vaccinated as part of clinical trials or experiments against 
their will   
FACT: The Vaccination Programme forms part of government’s plan to fight the spread 
of COVID-19 and uses vaccines authorised by SAHPRA – J&J and Pfizer. The national 
vaccination programme is NOT part of the clinical trial process, though there are South 
Africans that voluntarily participated in the clinical trials. When the J&J vaccine was being 
licensed and approved, vaccines were given to healthcare workers as part of a research 
programme.  While it was ‘not yet licenced’, it does not mean that it was not safe 
or effective – safety and efficacy had already been proven. The implementation trial 
has now been completed and all vaccines currently being administered have been 
tested, trialed, and approved. 
 
MYTH 6: Vaccines alter genes  
FACT: Vaccines are designed to copy a virus and teach your body how to defeat it. 
There are different ways to make vaccines, but they all work in a similar way. A tiny, 
microscopic part of a virus is introduced safely to the body through a vaccine. This tiny 
part of the virus cannot make you sick, because it is too weak and small, but it trains 
your body how to fight the full virus and prevent infection by making special antibodies 
against the virus. These antibodies then latch on to the virus, or the fragment of the virus, 
so that your cells can kill it.  
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