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10 September 2021 
 

This is the collation of reports from several organisations doing social 

listening to Covid-19 and vaccine concerns, questions and misinformation 

in SA. Thanks to all who submitted.  
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1. Covid Comms  
 
 

(David) 

1. Suggestion for content creation and clarity seeking: the necessity of booster shots in the 

future as new variants emerge,  

2. Follow on question: does the vaccine have an immunity lifespan? As in, after 3 months will 

one not be immune anymore, as is the case with natural infection of Covid 19.  

3. Suggestion to big SA retailers to include vaccine encouragement as part of their daily 

playlists, in between songs and sale announcements. 

 

2. Red Cross 
 
 

(Ireen) 

Community Feedback key issues 01-06 September 2021 

Recently the following have been some of the key points collected during community feedback 

mechanism offline; 

 Vaccination safety concerns from parts of all provinces. 

 Perceptions that once vaccinated one will not contract COVID-19. Strongly among the 

youth 

 Concerns of far vaccination centres especially in Eastern Cape, KZN and Limpopo 
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3. Real 411 
 
 

(Azola and William) 

 
Top Three Real411 Week ending 10 September 2021  
 

1. MISINFO COMPLAINT: Farmer Angus blatantly 
spreading false and misleading information 
regarding Covid 19 and vaccines. Farmer Angus is 
a well-known Organic farmer and has a public 
platform due his connection with the Spier wine 
estate. See complaint 1767 here.  
 
REAL411 FINDINGS: This is mis/disinformation 
because there is a host of falsehoods in the article 
in question, the biggest one being that the vaccines 
administered in the fight against the coronavirus are 
only experimental gene therapies. By this, the post 
spreads false and misleading information regarding 
Covid19 and vaccines by a person that enjoys a 
relative following as an established organic farmer. 
 
The information provided could be construed to 
cause public harm in that it creates vaccine 
hesitancy through fearful false information. For all 
the claims made, no credible source is provided to 
corroborate the claims. 

 
2. MISINFO COMPLAINT: The graphic, from a 
WhatsApp group, suggests that the late MKVA 
leader Kebby Maphatsoe died because of taking 
the Pfizer Covid vaccine. This is false and 
inaccurate. See the complaint 1762 here  
 
REAL411 FINDINGS: This is mis/disinformation 
because it is false and misleading. The family 
confirmed that the late MKVA leader passed 
because of a heart attack he suffered at his 
home. Read the article here.  
 
The author of this content is a pastor of renown 
and enjoys a massive following. The intent of his 
content appears to create scapegoats for the 
perils in the community and to undermine 
Government's efforts at managing the pandemic. 
 
This information could reasonably be construed 
to cause public harm because it is designed to 
generate in vaccine hesitancy and non-
adherence to best public health practice.  

 

https://portal.real411.org.za/review/dcxva3bg?returnToPage=1
https://portal.real411.org.za/review/1tv6efm6?returnToPage=1
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/its-false-information-kebby-maphatsoes-brother-denies-rumours-death-was-related-to-covid-19-jab-20210905
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3. MISINFO COMPLAINT: Complaint 
1775 is about an antivaxxer and 
conspiracy theorist claiming that deaths 
rate for 2019 and 2020 were lowest in 25 
years. See complaint here. 
 
REAL411 FINDINGS: This is false 
information because it has no basis in 
facts. Africa Check ran a fact-check and 
found that no; South Africa’s death rate 
has NOT fallen during the Covid 
pandemic. See their fact-checking results 
here. 
 
Facebook has since taken down the post 
and are directing people to Africa Check’s 
fact-checked page on the false claim.   
 

 

 

 

4. UNICEF 
 
 

(Daniel, Pumla & Janine) 

 
UNICEF ESARO  
 
Online and Social Media monitor on COVID-19 vaccines in SA – September 2-8, 2021* 
COVID-19 vaccines related search queries 
 
Interest in the following search queries was rising on Google over the past week: 
“nanotechnology” (+450%), “South African Covid 19 vaccination program” (+300%), “Booking 
Clicks za” (+250%), “Can a breastfeeding woman take the COVID-19 vaccine?” (+80%), “Can 
you be forced to take the Covid vaccine” (+60%).  

COVID-19 vaccines related search queries 

Tweets about COVID-19 vaccines in the country generated 45k engagements, a 30% 
decrease compared to the previous reporting period.  

Most shared links by SA users on Twitter include:  

 https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/ 

 SCIENTIST SHOWS VACCINE EFFECTS IN AUTOPSIES. DON'T BELIEVE IT? SEE 
FOR YOURSELF. [MISINFO] 

 
 
 

                                                           
* This report provides an analysis of online content related to COVID-19 vaccines in South Africa between 
Thursday September 2 and Wednesday September 8, 2021. The report draws from the following categories of 
online signals: Google and YouTube search trends, Twitter and Facebook posts, and digital news articles. Google 
and YouTube trends data are from Google Trends, Twitter and digital news from Talkwalker and Facebook from 
Crowdtangle. 

https://portal.real411.org.za/review/TY15F12G?returnToPage=1
https://africacheck.org/fact-checks/fbchecks/no-south-africas-death-rate-hasnt-fallen-during-covid-pandemic
https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/
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COVID-19 vaccine conversation on digital news media 

News articles about COVID-19 vaccines generated over 70k engagements, a 20% decrease 
compared to the previous reporting period. Top articles on digital news media by engagement 
include:  

 'Compassion fatigue': Mpumalanga doctor refuses to see unvaccinated patients  
 ‘Ons is nie siek van entstof,’ sê ma ná virus gesin plattrek  
 COVID-19 Vaccine | SAHPRA: No deaths reported in SA linked to jab  
 News24.com | Lockdown Level 2 imminent, with new curfew, booze and gathering 

rules expected  
 Discovery orders staff to get vaccinated  

 https://coronavirus.westerncape.gov.za/vaccine/  

COVID-19 vaccine subtopics (twitter and digital news) 

Online conversations about COVID-19 vaccines that generated most engagements in the past 
week were related to access (22%), safety (20%), second dose (15%) and immunity (15%).  

“Second dose” up from 11% last week – would be good to think about comms ahead of 1 
October (the end of the 42 day waiting period since vaccination opened for 18+)  

 
COVID-19 vaccine conversation on Facebook 
 
Facebook posts about COVID-19 vaccines generated 160k over the past week (+6% 
compared to previous). UNICEF SA, NDoH and Steve Hofmeyr were the top 3 posts. 
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5. CCI 
 
 

(Nthabiseng & Team) 

 

1. Deaths caused by the vaccine   

The following rumours speak on people succumbing to the vaccine, these conversations are 

taking place online mainly twitter on how people are dying right after they’ve taken the vaccine. 

These conversations may make people to: 

 Be hesitant to go for the vaccine as they will believe that the vaccine is killing people  

 Instil more fear to those who must go for their second jab  

Online conversations which raise a lot of concerns as seen below:  

 

2. Vaccine side effects  

These online conversations where people are detailing their almost similar experiences after 

getting their jab 
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3. Vaccine Misinformation  

 

The below post is making predictions for the 4th 

wave that the country will go into due to people 

having fun recklessly so in the month of 

September and October and how the country 

will go into hard lockdown restrictions in the 

month of December  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Why are people not asking themselves 

these questions?” read a post on 

Twitter which showed the below 

information which is incorrect and 

spreading misinformation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Health Systems Trust 
 
 

(Antoinette) 

Tackling vaccine hesitancy 

 There are many reasons why someone 
may be hesitant to get a vaccine, such as a 
long history of mistreatment and negative 
healthcare experiences. 

 Myths and conspiracies about vaccines 
may seem silly to you, but it causes real 
fear in people who don’t know how the jabs 
work. 

 The best way to help address these 
concerns is not dismiss people’s fears, but 
rather hear them out. 

https://bhekisisa.org/article/2021-09-06-when-empathy-meets-evidence-addressing-
covid-vaccine-hesitancy-in-sa/ 

https://bhekisisa.org/article/2021-09-06-when-empathy-meets-evidence-addressing-covid-vaccine-hesitancy-in-sa/
https://bhekisisa.org/article/2021-09-06-when-empathy-meets-evidence-addressing-covid-vaccine-hesitancy-in-sa/
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https://twitter.com/NaturePortfolio/status/1434649802051031040/photo/1  

 

Who do we trust? 

According to the Mail & Guardian … 

doctors and nurses. 

https://mg.co.za/coronavirus-

essentials/2021-09-06-doctors-and-

nurses-are-most-trusted-sources-for-

vaccine-information/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forming a better 

understanding of long COVID 

Vaccination politics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/NaturePortfolio/status/1434649802051031040/photo/1
https://mg.co.za/coronavirus-essentials/2021-09-06-doctors-and-nurses-are-most-trusted-sources-for-vaccine-information/
https://mg.co.za/coronavirus-essentials/2021-09-06-doctors-and-nurses-are-most-trusted-sources-for-vaccine-information/
https://mg.co.za/coronavirus-essentials/2021-09-06-doctors-and-nurses-are-most-trusted-sources-for-vaccine-information/
https://mg.co.za/coronavirus-essentials/2021-09-06-doctors-and-nurses-are-most-trusted-sources-for-vaccine-information/
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V[CB1]accination and Pregnancy 

Babies, The Delta Variant And COVID: What Parents Need To Know 

There are lots of reasons why OB-GYNs, midwives and infectious disease experts encourage 

anyone who's pregnant to get vaccinated against the coronavirus, the first being this: COVID-

19 can make pregnant people especially sick. 

Then there's this bonus from a pregnant individual's vaccination, says Dr.Flor Muñoz, a 

pediatric infectious diseases specialist at Texas Children's Hospital and Baylor College of 

Medicine: Fetuses get share of the antibodies generated — via the placenta. 

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/09/09/1035274872/babies-covid-delta-

variant-need-to-know 

 

The youth’s perspective on vaccines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head of UNICEF South Africa's Communication and Partnerships team Toby Fricker 

explains the youth's perception of the Covid-19 vaccine. Tune into Newzroom Afrika, DSTV 

channel 405 for more details. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9Fryy2K650 

 

 

https://www.spotlightns

p.co.za/2021/09/08/co

vid-19-clearer-picture-

of-long-covid-slowly-

emerging/ 

 

https://www.businesslive.co.z
a/bd/opinion/2021-09-06-
cartoon-vaccination-
elections/?utm_term=Autofe
ed&utm_medium=Social&ut
m_source=Twitter#Echobox=
1630898393 

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/08/11/1026555595/pregnant-cdc-urges-covid-vaccination-icus-fill-unvaccinated-delta
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6944e3.htm
https://www.bcm.edu/people-search/flor-munoz-rivas-27227
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9Fryy2K650
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2021/09/08/covid-19-clearer-picture-of-long-covid-slowly-emerging/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2021/09/08/covid-19-clearer-picture-of-long-covid-slowly-emerging/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2021/09/08/covid-19-clearer-picture-of-long-covid-slowly-emerging/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2021/09/08/covid-19-clearer-picture-of-long-covid-slowly-emerging/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2021/09/08/covid-19-clearer-picture-of-long-covid-slowly-emerging/
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2021-09-06-cartoon-vaccination-elections/?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1630898393
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2021-09-06-cartoon-vaccination-elections/?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1630898393
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2021-09-06-cartoon-vaccination-elections/?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1630898393
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2021-09-06-cartoon-vaccination-elections/?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1630898393
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2021-09-06-cartoon-vaccination-elections/?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1630898393
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2021-09-06-cartoon-vaccination-elections/?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1630898393
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/opinion/2021-09-06-cartoon-vaccination-elections/?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1630898393
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Anti-vax fake news should face consequences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People who spread fake news about Covid-19 

vaccinations should face criminal charges, health 

minister Joe Phaahla said on Tuesday. 

  

https://www.theguardian.co
m/commentisfree/2021/sep/
07/virologist-work-anti-
vaxxers-covid 

https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/s

outh-africa/2021-08-31-anti-vax-

fake-news-spreaders-should-face-

prosecution-says-health-minister-

joe-phaahla/ 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/07/virologist-work-anti-vaxxers-covid
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/07/virologist-work-anti-vaxxers-covid
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/07/virologist-work-anti-vaxxers-covid
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/07/virologist-work-anti-vaxxers-covid
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-08-31-anti-vax-fake-news-spreaders-should-face-prosecution-says-health-minister-joe-phaahla/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-08-31-anti-vax-fake-news-spreaders-should-face-prosecution-says-health-minister-joe-phaahla/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-08-31-anti-vax-fake-news-spreaders-should-face-prosecution-says-health-minister-joe-phaahla/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-08-31-anti-vax-fake-news-spreaders-should-face-prosecution-says-health-minister-joe-phaahla/
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-08-31-anti-vax-fake-news-spreaders-should-face-prosecution-says-health-minister-joe-phaahla/
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7. National Institute for Communicable Diseases  
 
 

(Nileen and Sine)) 
 

1. COVID-19 Vaccines and Vaccination 
Debates around the pro’s and con’s to being vaccinated; vaccines being forced and 
vaccine related death.  
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2. New Variant of Interest, Mu  
Conversations are mainly around community members dismissing the existence of 
variants.  
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8. Centre for Analytics and Behavioural Change   
 
 

(Jesse) 
 

● Side Effects & Effects  

● Forced Vaccinations  

● Vaccine Conspiracy Theories  

 

Mention Volume  

Over the last month, our researchers analyzed a total 2367 crowd-verified mentions. 

According to the crowd, 73.4% of the data did not match any of the themes that we are looking 

at, but interestingly enough the second highest theme by mention volume was pro-vax 

sentiment making up 12.3% of the total conversation.   

 

 
 

Side Effects & Death 

In terms of the conversation over the last month, 3.5% was around vaccine side effects and 

2.2% was around deaths related to the vaccine. The crowd flagged the following posts as 

spreading negative sentiments and ultimately vaccine misinformation in terms of the themes 

side effects and death.  

 

A few individuals, such as Sean have expressed negative sentiment around the vaccine in 

terms of side effects. This author states that he warned his wife “not to take second jab” and 

now she’s “in a bad situation” after taking the vaccine. Another individual, Woebegone 

retweeted a post relating to vaccine side effects in which a 22-year-old male developed 

perimyocraditis. The original post gained significant traction with 111 retweets and 128 likes. 

Similarly, Tracy retweeted a post containing information relating to a 12-year-old boy who had 

“facial nerve paralysis 2 weeks after the jab” - the author continued to state that the hospital 

said the incident was “NOT RELATED” to the vaccine. The original tweet had a high 

engagement rate with 963 retweets and 2200 likes.  

 

https://twitter.com/SeanGoss31/status/1427700869068374025
https://twitter.com/dre_friedman/status/1425707077305991168
https://twitter.com/Tracy01316918/status/1425216261127016448
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Sandile stated that “if I were you I wouldn’t get vaccinated” because he felt like his father’s 

“health has deteriorated post his 2nd jab” Another post states that the “only people at work 

who got covid, were both vaccinated & live in the suburbs.” The author stated that because of 

vaccine side effects they would not be taking the vaccine. Neither of these posts gained much 

traction with 2 likes and 1 like respectively. 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/Sandile_S_N/status/1424499954442178561
https://twitter.com/RobertsShireen/status/1426175029314822145
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Finally, a post was made questioning why individuals that had been vaccinated were still dying 

of corona. They said, “What’s the point of being vaccinated if we still gonna die of corona?” 

This post had a lower traction rate with only 3 retweets and 71 likes. Similarly Neville states 

that a daughter and her parents got vaccinated and “died the very next day.”  

 

 
 

Forced Vaccinations 

This thread about the “Vaccine Passport” 

is from an account that shares a lot of 

anti-vaccine sentiment. The posts are 

positioning the vaccine digital ID as 

discrimination, calling it “ an end to liberty 

as we know it.” The second post on the 

thread goes on to share a podcast where 

the host refers the New York rules about 

the unvaccinated as an Apartheid 

regime. This tweet received a lot of 

traction, 713 retweets, 1.1k likes, and 74 

replies from other anti-vaccination 

people showing their support. This post 

made it to South African Twitter because 

of common hashtags that were used. 

#NoVaccinePassports #NoVaccine 

 

https://twitter.com/dndifhedzo/status/1426097280323620865
https://twitter.com/Neville27910284/status/1426553847590400003
https://twitter.com/Tracy01316918/status/1426607878161506305
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Another post from a self-proclaimed “anti-

vaxxer” suggesting that preventative 

measures against Covid-19 were a lie. In 

this tweet, he questions the use of the 

vaccine passport as a way to protect the 

vaccinated from the unvaccinated - when 

that is the job of the vaccine. The post 

didn’t get a lot of traction, but with some 

establishments and private companies 

moving to request proof- more education 

should be made accessible  around the 

benefits of the “vaccine passport” 

 

 

This unverified post about Sasol also refers to 

companies promoting vaccination amongst 

their employees as “forcing or coercing ” them. 

The tweet also refers to approved vaccines as 

experimental, promoting panic and fear. We 

checked if the information shared on this tweet 

was true and found out that Sasol had put out 

a statement before this tweet was posted, 

saying they will provide free Antigen Tests for 

their unvaccinated employees.  

 

https://twitter.com/MeYoRichAunt/status/1426106280326873088 

 

 
                       https://twitter.com/meshndlovu/status/1425824529666826246 

https://twitter.com/stlacia2020/status/1426151737287643136
https://twitter.com/MeYoRichAunt/status/1426106280326873088
https://twitter.com/MeYoRichAunt/status/1426106280326873088
https://twitter.com/meshndlovu/status/1425824529666826246
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Vaccine Conspiracy Theories  

 

Finally, over the last month our researchers found 

that conversations relating to conspiracy theories 

around the vaccine contributed to 1.4% of the total 

mention volume. Here are some of the examples:  

This tweet brought up Dr Susan Vosloo the doctor 

who spoke out against the vaccine and shares 

support to her views. It states that there is concern 

around the ingredients of the vaccine, the 

“composition of the vaccination is a secret, like the 

herbs for Kentucky.” This tweet gained medium 

engagement with 224 retweets and 354 likes.  

 

 

Neville an individual who shares 

concerns around the vaccine and was 

mentioned previously in the section: Side 

Effects and Deaths, also retweeted a post 

that states, “Covid was created for the 

vaccine.” In previous reports we have 

found other individuals sharing similar 

sentiments to this. This post had 73 

retweets and 374 likes.  

 

Another view that has also been previously 

highlighted is around the idea that the truth is 

being covered up by lying politicians. This post 

says, “Why is the truth always banned but 

political lies get a free pass?”  

 

 

 

Finally, this post did not have a lot of 

traction with only 1 retweet, but refers to the 

vaccine as “deadly shots” and states that 

“Former Pfizer Employee Confirms Poison 

in COVID ‘Vaccine’.”  

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/larkham_moni/status/1426213508044165123
https://twitter.com/Neville27910284/status/1426122248709148672
https://twitter.com/plagueonyou/status/1424998842131439628
https://twitter.com/sortaller/status/1424791815677480965
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9. Community Constituency Front 
 
 

(Nnete, Pauline & team)) 
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NDOH 
 
 

charity.bhengu@health.gov.za 
 
The VACCINATED concerned about living or working with UNVACCINATED people. 
Public response to this poster on Government.ZA revealed that more people were eager to 
vaccinate. This poster was first on HealthZA before the vaccination rollout started, the public 
then wanted the President and Minister of Health to vaccinate first in public to demonstrate 
their confidence in the safety and efficacy of the vaccine, and there were more anti-vaccine 
comments. Now, there are more people who have vaccinated concerned about living or 
working among people who refuse to vaccinate Government.ZA   
 

     

Anti-vaccine or vaccine hesitant: Government.ZA 

- My immune system is powerful  

- Will take the real vaccine after the trials 

- With all this jabbing, you creating more  

            strands  

- My body, my choice  

 
Reach     Positive                  Negative 

 

 

Personal vs national priorities - People were more concerned about unemployment and 
hunger than vaccine, and want the government also to be more committed to reducing 
unemployment and poverty, saying: “If only you were this loud about jobs”.GovernmentZA 
                           

Sentiments for and against vaccine: 

- Hospitals are full of unvaxxed people with 
           Covid, more in the ICUs 

- With vaccination you get free antibodies to 
           survive Covid 

Your second dose could cause serious side  
           Effects or even fatalities 
           Majority of people who have had Covid  
           before are at risk of getting serious  
           symptoms from vaccines 

- It does’nt mean I am safe even with the  
           vaccine  
 
Reach     Positive                  Negative 

 

  
I am vaccinated, 
my          husband 
is not, but I still 
feel safe  

 
With all this jabbing 
you creating more 
strands  

816            616 200 

 I am vaccinated, 
my          husband 
is not, but I still 
feel safe with him 

With all this jabbing 
you create more 
strands  

203            172 8 

mailto:charity.bhengu@health.gov.za
https://www.facebook.com/194109891221/posts/10157709561111222/
https://www.facebook.com/194109891221/posts/10157709561111222/
https://www.facebook.com/194109891221/posts/10157709561111222/
https://www.facebook.com/GovernmentZA/photos/a.10150090523151222/10157717255091222/


20 
 

Unvaccinated vs Vaccinated people: This poster has gone viral on Facebook and being 
circulated widely on WhatsApp. Discussions are about one’s right of choice vs infringement of 
the rights of other people by that choice. Those who are pro-vaccine are concerned about 
being around unvaccinated people, and those who are undecided about vaccination feeling 
harassed and discriminated against by those who have vaccinated. Here 

     

- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. Unvaccinated Vaccinated 

1 Why are you so afraid of 
unvaccinated people when you are 
already vaccinated 

The unvaccinated keep back progress. 
They overwhelm the healthcare system and 
create stress for others. 

2 I am unvaccinated never got Covid-
19 

Many people vaccine after getting Covid, 
afraid to die. They believe by seeing or 
experiencing it 

3 A lie that unvaccinated people are 
filling up ICUs to force us to 
vaccinate. You have the same 
chance of contracting Covid 

Be responsible, vaccinate and continue 
wearing the mask, you are surrounded by 
unvaccinated people 

4 I am afraid of dying from vaccine. You won’t end up in the hospital on a 
ventilator or dead if you vaccinate 

5 I stay masked up, wear gloves, carry 
a sanitizer everywhere because you 
are all sick from vaccine 

Unless you have a verifiable medical 
reason, being unvaccinated is inexcusable 

6 They say we are reckless, but 
vaccinated people are more reckless  

Can’t force you to vaccinate but you can 
keep your choice as far away from me as 
possible 

 
 
 
 
 

https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/QgFSC0gpO5F27lqwuw_LZE?domain=facebook.com
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Afraid of unvaccinated people: A number of people who reacted to these reports expressed 
their fear of being around vaccinated people’ “this is not a choice issue.  It is a public health 
issue. We vaccinate for the health and safety of everyone” Here  Those who were against 
vaccines did not feel that their decisions of not vaccinating affected the lives of others and 
were quite flippant and cynical in their responses: “well, at least the vaccinated ones would 
care for the unvaccinated ones – love your choice”. The posters below were also circulated 
and shared widely on Facebook. 
 

 

 
 

#5:  Conversations about subtle ways of forcing or coercing people to vaccinate by 
business and employers. They believe giving incentives is also a way of forcing the poor or 
unemployed to vaccinate in exchange of discounts for food and other essentials. However, 
“mandatory jabs is not yet on the cards”, but experts say pandemic requires special measures. 
Here 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/QgFSC0gpO5F27lqwuw_LZE?domain=facebook.com
https://protect-za.mimecast.com/s/ZswxCzm591hRkvqQC4vs5H?domain=timeslive.co.za/
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Pastor Makhuba’s Facebook live broadcast to create a platform for her church 

members to obtain facts to debunk the myths about Covid vaccines. The panellists included 
the Gauteng and Limpopo MECs of Health. The discussion generated interest as well as 
distress; one person thought it was “the most distressing interaction”. It was viewed by 7.5K 
people with 5.2K comments, 1.2K Likes and 1,1K shares and shared on WhatsApp. 
 

Public sentiments: They appreciated the effort and the opportunity to ask the MCEs 
questions but many were clearly conflicted about the issues of the FAITH vs SCIENCE. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/PastorMukhu
ba/videos/615287752770672/?app=fbl 
 
 
Public sentiments: Others were concerned that government was putting “too much” pressure 
on them to vaccinate  
 

  
 
 
  

 

https://www.facebook.com/PastorMukhuba/videos/615287752770672/?app=fbl
https://www.facebook.com/PastorMukhuba/videos/615287752770672/?app=fbl


23 
 

Anti-vexers - A brief discussion about anti-vexers ensued on IChooseVaccination following 

a post about the hospitalisation of the vaccinated vs unvaccinated. 
 

 
 
Sentiments: They were in agreement that though the anti-vexers were a small group, they 
were very organised.  

 

 
 
 
Conversations about some people who were hesitant now changing their minds to 
vaccinate. Theresa Maganedisa (31) was also hesitant to vaccinate, but finally got her jab at 
the Sandton Gautran pop-up site this week. (Gauteng DOH) Here. 
 

Others who were also undecided about vaccines 
changing their minds after getting Covid-19. Here 

 
 
 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/BbVTQLvMvR5CzmLsbhfmke
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-09-10-my-illness-has-worked-out-for-good-covid-19-anti-vaxxer-becomes-jab-activists-after-spending-six-weeks-in-icu/

