
HEADLINES FOR THIS WEEK

Calling all communicators to focus on the Vooma

Vaccination Weekend 1 - 3 Oct 2021

Vaccination Programme

Communications priorities.                                                     26 September – 3 October 2021

COVID-19

This report is for communicators promoting the uptake of the Covid-19 vaccination programme. 

We hope it will help guide you as you shape communication to best suit your audience.

The President has issued a National Call to Action on the weekend of 1-3 October 2021,

calling on every Minister, Deputy Minister, Premier and Mayor to convene events in every

province and every district to demonstrate collective leadership and support for the

Covid-19 vaccination programme. A flagship national event will showcase an effective

vaccination site.

• Clear and unequivocal leadership: The events will bring together leadership from

across the political spectrum, civil society, traditional leaders, labour and business. As

part of this, a commitment or pledge by all institutions of society which are part of the

One Plan of the District or key stakeholders in the District Command Council to

escalate the vaccination process, can also be signed / pledged.

• Vaccination sites will be open: Provinces and the private sector will ensure that as

many vaccination sites as possible are open.

• At least one event in every district: To be led by the President, Premiers and Mayors

respectively. Members of the National Executive are requested to undertake their

support initiatives to the Districts where they are the Champions for the DDM

programme. The events will also recognise the extraordinary efforts of frontline health

workers and health service managers, as well as volunteers and young people

contributing through the Presidential Youth Employment Initiative. Priority districts

and sub-districts have been identified for consideration of the location of the national,

provincial and district events.

This event will be supported by substantial public communications in the preceding week

and will serve as a platform to intensify the national effort over the next few months.



Progress with Vaccination Rollout

Progress by 23 September 2021

At least one dose % Fully vaccinated % 

% Total pop. 12,115,821 20.1% 8,344,762 13,8%

% Adult pop. 12,115,821 30.4% 8,344,762 21.0%

If we are to achieve 70% first dose

coverage by Christmas, we need to

achieve an average of 1.25 million first

dose vaccinations a week. Over the

past two weeks, we have only averaged

550,000 and daily numbers have shown

a decline. We will need to work

exceptionally hard to reverse this trend.

We believe that a strong statement of commitment by leaders across the political

spectrum, unions, traditional leaders, religious leaders and civil society – at

national, provincial and district level – will signal our collective determination to

contain the Covid-19 virus by vaccinating over 28 million people in South Africa

by the end of the year.
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1 - 3 October 2021

Clear and unequivocal leadership: The President has called on the national, provincial

and local leadership – across all sectors of society – to get behind the Vooma Vaccination

Weekend.

Premiers are requested to take responsibility for provincial flagship events and to enlist the

support of Mayors to organise at least one event in each district.

Civil society, labour and the business sector will be mobilised to declare their support and to

make specific commitments of support (e.g. to local mobilisation and use of retail and marketing

platforms).

Themedia will be engaged to promote the events and ensure coverage.

Vaccination sites will be open: Provinces and the private sector are requested to ensure
that vaccination sites are open and capacitated to vaccinate at least 500,000 over the weekend

(acknowledging there may be exceptions where it may not be practicable or cost-effective top

open sites in every setting).

Media will be used to publicise the location and opening times of the sites, which will be

prominently branded and advertised locally.

One event in every district: Covid-19 compliant events will be convened in every district.

These events will:

• Enable leaders tomake a strong collective call for vaccination.

• Showcase well-functioning vaccination sites in a way that creates a sense of confidence and

reassurance of the effectiveness of the vaccination programme.

• Show appreciation to health workers and health service managers, as well as to volunteer

and support staff.

Premiers and Mayors, respectively, will invite a select number of leaders, with the intention to

draw on leadership across the political spectrum and ensure representation of leaders from civil

society, traditional leadership, trade unions and business. Other members of the Executive -

Cabinet Ministers and MEC’s - are requested to participate in the events. Sports stars and other

celebrities across arts and culture will be invited to show their support, and media will be

mobilised to showcase and support events across the country.

Provinces and Districts have been invited to nominate teams for special recognition. Over the

next few months, we hope to repeat this nomination process until we have shown appreciation

to every health worker and frontline health servicemanager.



Vooma Vaccination Weekend 

(1 - 3 October 2021)

Contact: Nombulelo Leburu, Director External Communications - Nombulelo.leburu@health.gov.za

CALL TO ACTION

1. The President has called on all leaders in South Africa to intensify 

their support for the Covid-19 vaccination programme by getting 

behind the Vooma Vaccination Weekends.

2. The first one will be held from 1-3 October 2021 and all leaders 

across South Africa are urged to encourage those they lead to 

get vaccinated. We believe that people will come forward to be 

vaccinated if they hear the message from people they trust, who 

can reassure them and take away some of their anxieties and 

provide them with factual information.

# 16 million more by Christmas

“We can save 20,000 lives if we vaccinate 70% of adults by the end of the year”

“Vooma” is a South Africanism 

derived from the Afrikaans word 

“woema” meaning ‘energy and 

speed’. It also resembles the Nguni 

word ‘”vuma” meaning ‘agree’. 

This is what we hope to achieve: 

Agreement to move with energy 

and speed to ensure that 70% of 

adults are vaccinated by Christmas.

OUR GOAL

3. Our goal is to vaccinate 70% of adults by the end of the year – that’s 16 million more people. If we achieve

that, projections are that we will save at least 20,000 lives.

4. 30% of adults in South Africa have received at least one dose of vaccine against Covid-19. This is a great

milestone, but there is still a long way to go.

5. Although we can’t say for sure, we expect the 4th wave of Covid-19 to hit South Africa towards the end of the

year, and we have the power to ensure that far fewer people end up in hospital or die.

OUR MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA

6. Vaccination against Covid-19 is thousands of times safer than catching Covid-19 and will protect you and

those you love. It is not 100% effective in preventing you from getting infection, but even if you do get Covid-

19, your chances of getting very sick or dying are much smaller.

7. If you are 18 or older, don’t wait any longer! Go and get vaccinated at a site near you. You don’t even have to

wait for an SMS telling you when and where to go.

8. The vaccination is free to everyone living in South Africa, whether you are a South African or from another

country. You can go to a government health facility or a private pharmacy that offers vaccinations, even if you

don’t have medical aid.

9. You are especially invited to walk in to a site near you on the 1st and 3rd of October 2021 during the Vooma

Vaccination Weekend.

10. Got any questions or concerns? Call the tollfree Covid-19 hotline 0800 029 999. It is there for you.


