
 
 

    7 October 2021 
 

This is the collation of reports from several organisations doing social listening to 
Covid-19 and vaccine concerns, questions and misinformation in South Africa, as part 
of the RCCE Social Listening team. Thanks to all who submitted.  
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SOCIAL LISTENING COLLATED REPORT 

 

 



1. Real 411 (William/Azola) 
 

 

DISINFO COMPLAINT: Complaint 1843 is of a Facebook account by a "Tanja Bauer" who 
consistently posts links to Bitchute and other disinformation sites in the comments section on 
Facebook posts concerning vaccines, on government as well as news site posts. Bitchute is 
known for promoting conspiracy theories about vaccines, without providing any reliable 
supporting evidence or peer review. 

 
REAL411 FINDINGS: The information is 
false, inaccurate, and misleading. It is 
basically a trove of conspiracy theories, 
long debunked by credible news and 
information sources. This account of “Tanja 
Bauer” is ostensibly a bot set up to spread 
disinformation about Covid-19 as they do 
not carry out any other action besides of 
sharing Bitchute links.  

The information could reasonably be 
construed to cause public as it creates 
further confusion and hesitancy among the 
population on whether the vaccine is 
necessary and effective, or not. It further 
undermines public health efforts against the 
pandemic. 

 

 
2. DISINFO COMPLAINT: Complaint 1840 is about a Twitter account with massive following 
on the platform, belonging to a certain Dr Joseph Mercola who, according to the complainant, 
is selling quackery as cures to Covid-19 virus. Further, he is said to be spreading dangerous 
information on products to inhale as means to fight against the virus.  
 

REAL411 FINDINGS: The information 
shared on this account belonging to Dr 
Mercola, which relates to the Covid 
pandemic and vaccines is false and 
misleading. He is a popular antivaxxer 
whose YouTube account was suspended 
for similar reasons. The New York Times 
dubbed him “the most influential spreader 
of Coronavirus misinformation online, 
saying that he makes profit by doing so. 
See article here.  
 
The information could be construed to 
cause public harm as people will lose 
monies following this unscientific advice 
given by Dr Mercola. They also further run 
the risk of more exposure to avoidable 
situations like hospitalization and/or death.   
 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/24/technology/joseph-mercola-coronavirus-misinformation-online.html


3. MISINFO COMPLAINT: Complaint 1838 is about of a Twitter user/account that is alleged 
to be spreading false information with regards to vaccines and the Covid-19 pandemic. On 
their account, they retweet and shares links to disinformation websites carrying information 
that has been debunked numerous times before.  
 

 
REAL411 FINDINGS: The user 
@IssacCullen consistently spreads 
vaccine misinformation and should be 
investigated by Twitter for contravention 
of community posting policies. For 
example, they shared a tweet from 
Senator Ron Johnson saying "Data from 
England show 63% of Delta deaths in last 
7.5 months were fully vaxxed. This is 
false and has been debunked, see here.  
 
Furthermore, the account comes across 
as fake, it only retweets mis & 
disinformation. I suspect this may be a 
fake account and should be investigated 
by Twitter. 
 
  

https://apnews.com/article/fact-checking-793436231953


2. UNICEF (Janine, Pumla and Daniel) 
 

Vaccination certificates were a run-away topic of interest this week, trending in Google 
searches, engagements with online conversations as well as being the top tweet about 
vaccines shared all week. News of non-medical benefits of vaccination, e.g. free entry 
to the Bafana Bafana qualifier, gained attention. However, levels of engagements with 
vaccine-related tweets and Facebook posts were about the same as last week, at 29K 
and 60k respectively, while engagements with vaccine content on digital news media 
dropped 10%. The overwhelming majority of queries to the Zwakala What’s App line 
related to registering for the vaccination. 

COVID-19 vaccines related search queries 
Vaccination certificates were the run-away lead search trends this week, with 5000% plus 

increases in searches for “South African covid-19 vaccine certificate system” and “Digital 

Covid vaccination certificate”, along with a 5000% increase in searches for  “Type of immunity 

obtained from a vaccination”. 

Online conversations about COVID-19 vaccines that generated most engagements in the 
past week were related to certificates (35% - a significantly larger % than generally recorded 
across the main topics), access (26%), and safety (16%). 

Top five tweets (below) in COVID-19 vaccine conversations were about the vaccine 
certificate, mandatory vaccination, doctors in NYC fired for not taking the vaccine, with 
PANDA’s Nick Hudson making yet another cynical appearance.   

  
 
Most shared links by SA users on Twitter include:  

 HealthFindr (clicks.co.za) 

 https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-09-30-covid-19-how-to-respond-to-
vaccine-hesitancy/ 

 Unvaccinated and pregnant? You're at a higher risk of severe illness and early labour, 
studies show | Parent (news24.com) 

COVID-19 vaccine conversation on digital news media dropped off by 10%; articles 
generating the most engagements were: 

 Vaccinated will get free entry into Bafana Bafana's qualifier | Citypress (news24.com) 

 SA nou op vlak 1; sertifikate vir inenting op pad | Netwerk24 

 SA has launched its digital Covid-19 vaccine certificate with QR code – here’s how it 
works (businessinsider.co.za) 

 Bafana vs Ethiopia live match open to vaccinated fans | eNCA 

 SA introduces digital vaccination certificate | eNCA 

https://bookings.clicks.co.za/booking/location
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-09-30-covid-19-how-to-respond-to-vaccine-hesitancy/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-09-30-covid-19-how-to-respond-to-vaccine-hesitancy/
https://www.news24.com/parent/pregnant/unvaccinated-and-pregnant-youre-at-a-higher-risk-of-severe-illness-and-early-labour-studies-show-20210923
https://www.news24.com/parent/pregnant/unvaccinated-and-pregnant-youre-at-a-higher-risk-of-severe-illness-and-early-labour-studies-show-20210923
https://www.news24.com/citypress/sport/vaccinated-will-get-free-entry-into-bafana-bafanas-qualifier-20211003
https://www.netwerk24.com/netwerk24/Nuus/COVID-19/sa-nou-op-vlak-1-sertifikate-vir-inenting-op-pad-20210930
https://www.businessinsider.co.za/digitial-covid-19-vaccine-certificate-system-in-south-africa-2021-10
https://www.businessinsider.co.za/digitial-covid-19-vaccine-certificate-system-in-south-africa-2021-10
https://www.enca.com/sport/bafana-vs-ethiopia-live-match-open-vaccinated-fans
https://www.enca.com/news/digital-vaccination-certificates-now-available-sa


COVID-19 vaccine conversation on Facebook stayed stable. The top 5 posts were: 

 

 

 

 



3. Covid Comms (David) 
 

1. Clarity about whether people will need booster shots. 

2. Excitement about and disappointment around the Digital Vaccine Certificates, lack of 

communication that it was still under testing 

3. Resurfacing of "vaccine apartheid", Covid passport and "dompass" rhetoric related to 

Digital Vaccine Certificates. 

4. Concerns about the certificates only being valid for 6 months, leading people to believe 

we will all need more doses, leading to questions about efficacy. 

5. Negative sentiment about mandatory / forced vaccination. A change.org petition is doing 

the rounds 

 

4. Health Systems Trust (Antoinette and Lunga) 
 

Key Trends we have noticed in our 60percent and HST Bulletin trawl … 

What is happening in KZN? 

No-one must be left behind," Says health MEC, Ms Nomagugu Simelane, as she takes 

vaccination programme to farm dwellers at Ilembe District; The MEC has revealed that 

undocumented foreign nationals and others without IDs are also welcome to come forward 

and get vaccinated with no questions asked – 5 October Here 

HST continues to support vaccination drive at facilities and sites such as the Moses Mabhida 

People’s Vaccination Centre 

 

Vaccine hesitancy/Anti-vaxxing  

Facebook overrun by COVID vaccine lies even as it denied fuelling hesitancy, report says – 

17 September 

Anti-vaccine activists flooded Facebook to sow doubt about the COVID-19 vaccines, 

overwhelming efforts to stop them, even as the company told the world that, it was not 

responsible for vaccine hesitancy, a new report from the Wall Street Journal has found. 

Of about 150,000 users posting in Facebook Groups disabled for spreading COVID-19 

misinformation, 5% produced half of the posts, and 1,400 invited half of the new members, 

one document unearthed by the newspaper found. The report paints a picture of a company 

outfoxed by a small but wily group of anti-vaccine activists that it called “big whales.” Here 

 

Gift of the jab: 6 tips for speaking to the unvaxxed – 6 October Here 

 Describing people as “vaccine hesitant” can be misleading, as many people may 
actually be “vaccine ready” and simply waiting for the right circumstances to get 
their jab.   

 Vaccination campaigns which promote how getting vaxxed will benefit individuals 
rather than “the greater good” are more effective to convince people who are neutral 
or hesitant about vaccines.  

 Hardline vaccine refusers likely will not be persuaded by better information or 
evidence, and seem less likely to wear masks, social distance or adopt any other 
behaviours to protect others. 

 

 

 

http://www.kznhealth.gov.za/mediarelease/2021/No-one-must-be-left-behind-06102021.htm
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/news/2021/09/17/mark-zuckerberg-vaccines-facebook-misinformation/8377267002/
https://bhekisisa.org/article/2021-10-05-gift-of-the-jab-6-tips-for-speaking-to-the-unvaxxed/


Tackling misinformation 

- Misinformation On Covid, Vaccines "Resulting In People Dying", WHO Warns – 6 
October 

- Van Kerkhove also hit out at Covid-19 misinformation and disinformation circulating on 
the internet. 

- "It is resulting in people dying. There is no way to sugar-coat that," she said. 
- Van Kerkhove said the WHO was having discussions about the shape of the pandemic 

over the next three to 18 months. 
- The US expert said she saw Covid-19 eventually coming under control. 
- "But we will still have pockets of individuals who are not vaccinated -- either because 

they don't have access, they refuse, or they can't be vaccinated -- and we can still see 
outbreaks," she said. 

- Van Kerkhove said the virus was here to stay. 
Here 
 
Confronting Health Misinformation: The U.S. Surgeon General’s Advisory on Building 

a Healthy Information Environment  

During the COVID-19 pandemic, people have been exposed to a great 
deal of information: news, public health guidance, fact sheets, 
infographics, research, opinions, rumours, myths, falsehoods, and 
more. The World Health Organization and the United Nations have 
characterized this unprecedented spread of information as an 
“infodemic.” Although health misinformation is not a recent 
phenomenon, in recent years it has spread at unprecedented speed 
and scale, especially online.  
Here 

YouTube Is Banning All Content That Spreads Vaccine Misinformation – 29 September 

YouTube is cracking down on the spread of misinformation by banning misleading and 

inaccurate content about vaccines. 

The platform announced the change in a blog post Wednesday, explaining that its current 

community guidelines, which already prohibit the sharing of medical misinformation, have 

been extended to cover "currently administered" vaccines that have been proven safe by the 

World Health Organization and other health officials. 

The site had previously banned content containing false claims about COVID-19 vaccines 

under its COVID-19 misinformation policy. The change extends that policy to a far wider 

number of vaccines. 

Here 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/29/technology/youtube-anti-vaxx-ban.html 

https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/coronavirus-misinformation-on-covid-vaccines-resulting-in-people-dying-who-warns-2565266
https://www.npr.org/2021/09/29/1041493544/youtube-vaccine-misinformation-ban
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/29/technology/youtube-anti-vaxx-ban.html


Three biggest vaccine misinformation campaigns + their origins – from Becker’s 

Health IT – 9 September 

Infertility, a physician and a former Pfizer executive 

1. TikTok's viral magnet challenge. 

2. Microchips backed by Bill Gates tracking patients' movements. 

 

Here 

People are still turning to Ivermectin despite no evidence that it prevents or treats 

COVID-19 

Can I take ivermectin to prevent or treat Covid-19? – 6 October 

Speaking to Sunday Times, Prof Helen Rees, who chairs the board of SA Health Products 

Regulatory Authority (Sahpra), said there is no conclusive evidence that ivermectin can kill a 

virus in a human being.  

She said early studies showed inconsistency when testing against Covid-19. 

“Unfortunately, despite looking long and hard at the data conducted by health bodies, including 

Sahpra, FDA and Wealth Health Organisation, among others, we could not see the data that 

would allow us to say ivermectin is effective for prevention or treatment,” said Rees. 

Here 

 

Brief #1 aan my vriendin wat haar nie wil laat inent nie – 29 September 

Jy sê jy weet nie wat alles in die entstof is nie. Weet jy wat in die aspirien is wat jy drink? Weet 
jy waaruit bestaan narkose-middels? Weet jy wat is in antibiotika? Weet jy wat is in jou 
vitamienpille? 
Sjoe, en weet jy wat is in die gaskoeldrank waarvoor jy so lief is? Weet jy wat is in die 
speserymengsel wat jy oor jou kos strooi? 
Waarom die dubbele standaarde? Waarom vertrou jy die medici en farmaseutiese 
maatskappye slegs in sommige gevalle? 
Terloops, die bestanddele van die verskillende entstowwe word streng gereguleer. Die lys 
bestanddele is beskikbaar op die vervaardigers se onderskeie webtuistes. 
Here 

Making strides … 
J&J asks US FDA to authorize booster shots of COVID vaccine – 6 October 

Drug maker Johnson & Johnson asked the US Federal Drug Administration (FDA) on Tuesday 

to authorize booster shots of its COVID-19 vaccine for people over the age of 18. 

"Our clinical program has found that a booster of our Covid-19 vaccine increases levels of 

protection for those who have received our single-shot vaccine to 94 percent," said Mathai 

Mammen, global head of research and development at J&J. 

J&J said that when a booster was given six months after the first shot, "antibody levels 

increased nine-fold one week after the booster and continued to climb to 12-fold higher four 

weeks after the booster," irrespective of age. 

 

Here 

 

 

 

 

https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/digital-marketing/3-biggest-vaccine-misinformation-campaigns-their-origins.html
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2021-10-06-can-i-take-ivermectin-to-prevent-or-treat-covid-19/
https://lig.christians.co.za/n-brief-aan-my-vriendin-wat-haar-nie-wil-laat-inent-nie/
https://www.enca.com/news/jj-asks-us-fda-authorize-booster-shots-covid-vaccine


Covid antiviral pill can halve risk of hospitalisation – 2 October 

An experimental drug for severe Covid cuts the risk of hospitalisation or death by about half, 

interim clinical trial results suggest. 

The tablet - molnupiravir - was given twice a day to patients recently diagnosed with the 

disease. 

US drug-maker Merck said its results were so positive that outside monitors had asked to stop 

the trial early. 

It said it would apply for emergency use authorisation for the drug in the US in the next two 

weeks. 

Dr Anthony Fauci, chief medical adviser to US President Joe Biden, said the results were "very 

good news", but urged caution until the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) had reviewed 

the data. 

Here 

 

SA may come off the UK’s red list this week – but its vaccine certificate isn’t yet approved – 5 

October Here 

 

South Africa launches digital Covid-19 vaccination certificate – how it works – 6 October 

The Department of Health has launched its Covid-19 vaccine certificate portal, allowing users 
to create a QR code showing their Covid-19 vaccination status. 

The passport is currently only available to people fully vaccinated against Covid-19, with users 
required to fill in their contact details, including their ID number and Electronic Vaccination 
Data System (EVDS) code. 
Here 

SA’s COVID vaccine drive – 5 problems and solutions from rural South Africa – 1 October 

The Eastern Cape and Limpopo are tied for first place in South Africa’s vaccination race while 
provinces that house the country’s big cities such as Gauteng lag behind. 

Organisations are spending thousands to taxi people in rural areas to vaccine sites for their 
double dose Pfizer vaccines in the absence of Johnson & Johnson’s single dose jabs. 

Far more people could be vaccinated daily by mobile vaccine sites if district pharmacies were 
open earlier during the week and if they were open on weekends, say those working on the 
ground in rural areas. 

Here 

FS Vooma Vaccination drive a success but province ‘can do better’ – 5 October 
This past weekend’s Vooma Vaccination campaign went well in the Free State, but Minister 
of Health, Dr Joe Phaahla, has urged the province to extend its vaccination drive if South 
Africa wants to reach its target of population immunity by December. By Molefi Sompane. 
https://health-e.org.za/2021/10/05/fs-vooma-vaccination-drive-a-success-but-province-can-
do-better/   
 
The effect of the pandemic on womenountering the regressive  

Here 
 
Here 
 

https://www.businessinsider.co.za/south-africa-vaccine-certificate-not-approved-by-the-uk-red-list-2021-10
https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za/
https://businesstech.co.za/news/technology/526596/south-africa-launches-digital-covid-19-vaccination-certificate-how-it-works/
https://bhekisisa.org/health-news-south-africa/2021-10-01-sas-covid-vaccine-drive-5-problems-and-solutions-from-rural-south-africa/#.YVn7b4xaL7Q.twitter
https://health-e.org.za/2021/10/05/fs-vooma-vaccination-drive-a-success-but-province-can-do-better/
https://health-e.org.za/2021/10/05/fs-vooma-vaccination-drive-a-success-but-province-can-do-better/
https://www.brookings.edu/essay/why-has-covid-19-been-especially-harmful-for-working-women/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02006-z


The effect of the pandemic on children 

Supporting Rights of Women, Children Central to Repairing Social Fabric Marred by 

COVID-19, Third Committee Delegates Stress amid Calls for Cooperation – 5 October 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY THIRD COMMITTEE 

SEVENTY-SIXTH SESSION, 5TH MEETING (PM) 

The rights of women and children are a central focus of Government policymaking as 

countries work to close the social fissures ripped wide open by the COVID-19 pandemic, 

delegates in the Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian, Cultural) said today, amid calls for 

greater cooperation in the response plans. Here 

COVID deaths leave thousands of U.S. kids grieving parents or primary caregivers 

Of all the sad statistics, the U.S. has had to deal with this last year and half, here is a 
particularly difficult one: A new study estimates more than 140,000 children in the U.S. have 
lost a parent or a grandparent caregiver to COVID-19. The majority of these children are racial 
and ethnic minorities. 

"This means that for every four COVID-19 deaths, one child was left behind without a mother, 
father and/or a grandparent who provided for that child's home needs and nurture — needs 
such as love, security and daily care," says Susan Hillis, an epidemiologist at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, and lead author of the new study. Here 

Impact of COVID-19 on poor mental health in children and young people ‘tip of the 

iceberg’ 

NEW YORK, 5 October 2021 – Children and young people could feel the impact of COVID-

19 on their mental health and well-being for many years to come, UNICEF warned in its 

flagship report today. According to The State of the World’s Children 2021; On My Mind: 

promoting, protecting and caring for children’s mental health – UNICEF’s most comprehensive 

look at the mental health of children, adolescents and caregivers in the 21st century – even 

before COVID-19, children and young people carried the burden of mental health conditions 

without significant investment in addressing them. Here 
 

Just in case the science hasn’t convinced you yet …. 

 

https://reliefweb.int/report/world/supporting-rights-women-children-central-repairing-social-fabric-marred-covid-19-third
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/10/07/1043881136/covid-deaths-leave-thousands-of-u-s-kids-grieving-parents-or-primary-caregivers
https://uni.cf/sowc-media
https://uni.cf/sowc-media
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/impact-covid-19-poor-mental-health-children-and-young-people-tip-iceberg


5. Community Constituency Front (Nnete, Pauline and team) 
 

• Anti-vaccination campaign protest at Cape Town, Sea Point Promenade took place on 
02 October 2021, to protest against Vooma vaccination weekend  

• Vaccinated people have fears and concerns regarding unvaccinated people putting their 
health at risk. 

• High vaccination rates combined with protection measures such as masks, testing, and 
distancing prevented the spread of Covid-19. 

• During the Vooma vaccination weekend, some community members were at vaccination 
sites for fun, not to vaccinate. For them it was an outdoor event experience just to support 
political leaders and celebrities 

• Ongoing issues regarding the “pandemic” bothering the rich nations 
 

 
 
VacciNATION campaigns supported by CCF 

• CCF supported Vooma vaccination campaign through our leaders as ambassadors, 
neighbourhood agents and influencers. 

• Detailed challenges were recorded with solutions provided and positive stories were 
identified to be used to sharpen the approach towards winning the minds and hearts 
of community members to vaccinate. 

• Engagements were done through various media platforms. 
• 24 activations were conducted as part of Social Mobilization in 5 provinces (16 districts) 

by our neighbourhood agents. 
• 20 279 surveys were conducted by our neighbourhood agents to asses attitude of 

community members towards vaccines. 
• On-going mobilization of vaccination for MEN. 

 

 
 



                                                     
Community Constituency Front participated in 8 districts for Vooma vaccination 
program namely: 
 
Eastern Cape  
- OR Tambo District - Walter Sisulu University Mthatha.  
- Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality – Mandela Peace Park. 
 

KwaZulu Natal  
- uMgungundlovu District Municipality - Selgro Center . 
 

Western Cape 
- Garden Route District Municipality - Harry Comay Hospital. 
 

Gauteng  
- Sedibeng District Municipality - President Park Stadium.  
- Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Municipality – DH Williams Hall. 
 

Mpumalanga 
- Nkangala District Municipality - Ackerville Stadium. 
 

 

Centre for Analytics & Behavioural Change  

 

This week’s Vaccine Mis/Disinformation report focuses on the social media conversations 

driven largely by fringe conspiracy theories. 

- Claims regarding vaccine injuries and death  

- Dangerous conspiracy theories 

- Manipulation/violence by government (and similar institutions)  



Mention Volume  

While online conversations driven by fringe conspiracy theorists show a slight decline when 

compared to vaccines hesitancy and vaccine skepticism, this group still continues to drive a 

significant amount of anti-vaccination rhetoric.   

 

The analysis demonstrates that 

unsubstantiated claims about 

vaccine injuries and death, 

government/institutional 

manipulation, conspiracy theories 

and similar mis/disinformation 

remain prevalent. Amongst 

thousands of tweets related to 

COVID-19 vaccinations, our data 

showed that fringe conspiracy 

theorists continue to be an integral 

part of vaccine resistance. See 

below: 

 

 

 

 

Claims regarding vaccine injuries and death 

Renowned news outlet eNCA shared a 

link to an article titled “COVID-19 

vaccine | No deaths in SA linked to jab”. 

This received some traction with nearly 

500 retweets and almost 800 likes. 

Many rejected this by responding to the 

post citing claims of severe vaccine 

injuries and even death. One such 

example can be seen in the post below:  

 

 

Our researchers found numerous posts 

containing anecdotal claims of people 

who have died from the vaccine. For 

instance, @Neville27910284, a South 

African account which frequently 

shares anti-vaccination content posted 

a tweet claiming to personally know of 

three deaths caused by the vaccine in 

the Western Cape: 

 

https://twitter.com/eNCA/status/1437474850306674689
https://twitter.com/noentry54/status/1437661320795545600
https://twitter.com/Neville27910284/status/1426553847590400003


Similarly, many smaller posts made claims 

about severe vaccine injuries. An example 

of this can be seen in the post below: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dangerous conspiracy theories 

Misleading (and dangerous) conspiracy theories play a 

significant role in the resistance towards vaccines. Amongst 

the most prevalent is the claim suggesting that the COVID-19 

vaccine was designed specifically as a tool for depopulation. 

For example, South African twitter account @LandDilemma 

tweeted 

 

 
While some of these did not gain traction, our data 
dives revealed many small posts sharing this same 
sentiment. The first tweet is of a link to an article titled 
“Dr. Sherri Explains How the Depopulation COVID 
Vaccines Will Start Working in 3-6 Months”. And, the 
second tweet shares similar sentiments on the 
depopulation agenda. 

 

https://twitter.com/mpmogale/status/1415576418948456449
https://twitter.com/Pinkana01/status/1419554844235419648
https://twitter.com/ArukahSelah/status/1428794919620120576
https://twitter.com/x/status/1422465457139953681


 

 

Furthermore, our researchers found 

several posts made by US accounts 

that were picked up by South African 

audiences. Many fringe conspiracy 

theories laid several accusations 

against the US Government’s Centres 

for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC). Amongst the most prevalent 

accusations were claims of the CDC 

misrepresenting and/or hiding the true 

number of vaccine injuries and deaths. 

The tweet below shares a link to an 

article titled “CDC Quietly Deletes 

6,000 COVID Vaccine Deaths From Its 

CDC Website Total in One Day -- 

Caught by Internet Sleuths (VIDEO)”: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the conspiracy theories about authorities lying to the public about vaccine deaths, 

side effects and depopulation, posts regarding unsubstantiated COVID-19 medications 

trended across the board. The most significant included the drug Ivermectin and the drug 

Fenofibrate. This can be seen in the first and second posts below: 

 

 

https://twitter.com/redgenkosi/status/1419590413489426434
https://twitter.com/SobAlert/status/1434610388595879939
https://twitter.com/PeterMy61496556/status/1434738359570771968


Others made claims suggesting that the testing of 

COVID-19 and administration of vaccines are 

both part of government/institutional interests. 

The post below suggests that PCR testing 

produces false data: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And, the post below suggests that there the risks 

of vaccinations outweigh the risks of actually 

getting infected with the COVID-19 virus: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manipulation/violence by government (& similar institutions) 

Once again, many posts originating from fringe 

conspiracy theorists in the US gained significant 

traction amongst South African twitter audiences. 

For example, the post below accuses renowned 

US infectious disease expert of conspiring with 

pharmaceutical companies for profit: 

And lastly, the post below suggests that the 

vaccination rollout in South Africa and throughout 

the continent is a means to experiment of African 

people: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/forpetersake/status/1420965776358625283
http://twitter.com/x/status/1426213508044165123
https://twitter.com/EVERAL1ST/status/1413813104497025025
https://twitter.com/ManoGov/status/1430062922605244420


National Department of Health 
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Charity.bhengu@health.gov.za 

 

1, Public sentiments 

 

 

- Positive sentiments about Covid-19 daily updates following the downward spiral of Covid-

19 cases including deaths. More people are eager to vaccinate to ensure that the country 

”returns to normal” and most have attributed this trend to the rise of uptake of vaccinations. 

However, others are concerned about those who think they are immune to the virus after 

vaccinating; as some of them are seen without the masks even in the crowded spaces. 

- There is a need to reinforce compliance to Non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) by 

reminding people that they should continue wearing the masks, practise social distance 

and hand washing/sanitizing even after vaccination. Here Here Here and Here 
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2. Public sentiments 

There were positive conversations about the Vooma Weekend drive with few negative 

comments from those who were still hesitant to vaccinate. The weekend was abuzz with 

activities and excitement among many people who were eager to vaccinate but could not take 

leave from work or academic activities to get a jab. However, others were more concerned 

about the non-compliance to health protocols during these public gatherings, which included 

no mask wearing or social distancing. Here News also noted the involvement of the community 

leaders in the activities of the weekend as the trusted sources of the communities. Here 
 

 

Some of the total 1 190 comments about the Vooma Weekend drive: 
 

- True leadership. Continue the good work. Only responsible South Africans will do the 

correct thing. Here 

- All the best guys hope you achieve your target soon. The country must go back to normal 

soon. Here 

- People should not be forced to vaccinate, they should vaccinate willingly without fear of 

discrimination. Here 

- Hope you were handing out masks to those who weren’t wearing any Here 

- I don't see  that vuma campaign in Orange Farm am waiting for it to come to my 

doorsteps maybe that's when I'll reconsider to vaccine Here, Here and Here 

- You vuma everything. May you all RIP  
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3. Public sentiments HealthZA Facebook 

 

Total Positive Negative 

794 471 323 

Misinformation about the infringement of human rights through Vaccination Certificates and 

mistrust in government’s objectives. Others referring to the certificates as Dompass introduced 

for segregation by the Apartheid government. “History repeated.  Now going to carry a 

DOMPASS for employment, for shopping, for travel, for hotel accommodation, attend sport 

games to coerce us to vaccinate;” Here and Here 

Misinformation about the Vaccination Certificate 

among those still hesitant to vaccinate. “I will 

vaccinate when there is a need for me to travel 

abroad.”  Here “I don’t need it now. I am not 

employed or have money to travel anywhere.” 

Here Others seeking answers to make informed 

decisions  Here “If you can explain the deaths of 

people who die after vaccination maybe I will 

vaccinate Here Others seeing no need for 

vaccination when the country has over 95% 

recovery rate. “Why don’t you focus this much 

effort in fixing up the country?” Here 

As many people welcomed the introduction of the vaccination certificate, there were also 

concerns and questions about options available to extend access to the poor people who do 

not have smartphones or data to download certificates. 

 

Vaccination certificate

Total Positive Negative
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While many successfully downloaded the certificates without expiry dates in preparation for 

their holidays, overseas travels, secure their jobs and ensure their safety in public spaces, 

others were experiencing challenges in obtaining their codes to complete their requests for 

digital certificates,; Here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/HealthZA/photos/a.1029148150468051/4759158057467023/


6. District - Cape Metro, Western Cape (Lungiswa Mamile) 
1. SENTIMENT  

 . On sat the 2nd Oct we had a Men’s conference in partnership with Emthonjeni counselling and training, we discussed vaccine the 
response I got was positive and were willing to vaccinate. Unfortunately, we did not have a pop up site around but they promised to 
be vaccinated.   

 
 

2. PARTICULAR MISINFORMATION, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS OR MYTHS IN YOUR DISTRICT 
 

a. After taking the jab a person has died. But when you want to know who died or they give you a contact of the family who 
has lost the individual there’s no information it is a hear say. 

 

3. CHALLENGES Strategy to find solution to challenge 
Relevant people / groups to involve / 
local, district, provincial or national 

A. Popup sites that’s closing before 15.30 Reported the matter they promised to better  Head of the dept. 

B. Staff members who are not willing to 
work as a team. 

Removing staff members not keen to work 
from the programme. 

 

C. 
  

(Add more lines if you wish)   

4. SUCCESSES 
At least now there’s 4 popup sites opened each day adding to the permanent sites. 
 

5. ANYTHING ELSE (Anything else you would like to recommend or resources to request 
 On tues and wens we have a community dialogue with ward 98 members  

 

  



7. District – Bojanala, North West (Katlego Sito) 
1. SENTIMENT: vaccine in our district is currently increasing, the up trend started happening right after the vooma weekend. I organized a team 
of volunteers from my organization of civil society, their involvement really helped as well as the involvement of political, traditional and religious 
leaders. 

2. PARTICULAR MISINFORMATION, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS OR MYTHS IN YOUR DISTRICT : after engaging with the different 
communities,  we realized that the Rastas didn't want to vaccinate. They say they don't believe in the western medication and that they will start 
vaccine once we have our african vaccination. Most of the people still believe our political leaders are building personal relationships and 
empowering themselves by approving certain vaccinations. They say there will be a world War soon that is why Julius Malema wanted the 
vaccine of Russia to be used in SA so that he can have their back up with weapons 

3. CHALLENGES Strategy to find solution to challenge 
Relevant people / groups to involve / 
local, district, provincial or national 

A. I still have a problem with allocation 
of pop in and outreach sites as I believe 
they are not set properly to suit or 
promote up trend in vaccinations 

after doing a lot of engagements on the ground and 
identifying areas that needs us to take the vaccine to 
the people, I communicate with the particular sub 
district manager and coordinators, emphasize the need 
for the site and take the matter to the district manager if 
they continue ignoring me 

district manager 
Provincial facilitator 
Coordinators 

B.i believe the people from the DoH are 
not entirely fired up by the vaccination 
program as I sense there is no proper 
planning and no continuous plannery 
meetings 

i will have a serious meeting with the district manager, 
ask how they do things and politely suggest ways of 
improvement. What is needed is setting up targets for 
the teams, advice on how to reach them and also 
demand answers if targets are not met 

outreach teams leaders 
District coordinators 

C. we need more mobilization teams 
especially from the Civil society groups 
as they are familiar with the 
communities  

request if there are organisations that has partnered 
with them previously before covid,  try arousing the 
interest to work on the available ones and also ask if we 
can get more from my superiors 

patners of DoH 
Civil society organisations  
Officials from DoH 
Solidarity funds administrators  

4. SUCCESSES. We saw an uptrend in our vaccination uptake. The people are starting to believe us more than the anti Vaxers especially after 
the radio slots, we got a helpful motivation and intervention by different leaders. A lot of people are starting to have knowledge of vaccination than 
myths 

5. ANYTHING ELSE We need branding and we really need mobilization teams from the Civil society in each sub district 
 

 



8. District – Mangaung Metro, Free State (Keneiloe Mokola) 
1. SENTIMENT  

Vaccine acceptance has increased especially at pop up sites. Word of mouth service has helped with spreading the word about pop up sites that 
people have seen and received service from especially those placed in shopping centers, malls and towns.  We do, however, need more pop up 
sites in residential areas in order to lure those who are lazy to get out of their homes to receive their jabs. The more convenience we give citizens, 
the more they will help us reach our goal by helping themselves. 
Self registration at home still appears to be a problem amongst patients because a lot of them do not have phones, they do not have a clue on 
how to self register or are lazy and ask nurses to assist because it’s their jobs. 
Some parents feel that not enough priority is being given to their 18 year olds who are always at schools.  

2. PARTICULAR MISINFORMATION, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS OR MYTHS IN YOUR DISTRICT 

1. People would like for some outreaches, especially those located at areas of high traffic to remain open also during weekends. 

3. CHALLENGES Strategy to find solution to challenge 
Relevant people / groups to involve / 
local, district, provincial or national 

A. There is no stock of small paper board 
vaccine cards and patients keep flooding 
to vaccine sites to ask for smaller cards.  

B. May the relevant office in the district or 
provincial office assist with the matter 
at Dr JS Moroka Vaccination Site? 

C. District and Provincial. 

A. Due to disinformation, some community 
members felt that the campaign’s 
objective was to forcefully make people 
take the vaccine because of the word. 

B. Have more VOOMA weekends and 
circulate more information about the 
campaign and keep reiterating the 
main objective of the vaccine program. 

C.  Local, District, Provincial and National. 

4. SUCCESSES 

A. Due to SASSA grants this week, popup sites were able to reach their daily targets. 
5. ANYTHING ELSE (Anything else you would like to recommend or resources to request) 
Resources to request: 

A. Board paper cards. 
Recommendations: 

B. More pop up sites to be encouraged in residential areas. 
 

 

  



9. District – Ehlanzeni, Mpumalanga (Noluthando Mazibuko) 
1. SENTIMENT.  Vaccine uptake has increased over the past 7-day period. This could be due to: 

- The VOOMA Vaccination weekend 
- Continued community mobilization and now community based engagements (Physical) 
- Fears of the lowering lockdown levels that could cause a resurgence of another Covid 19 infection wave 
- Outreach sites are vaccinating more people than fixed sites, meaning that people need continuous motivation as well as convenience 

Group statistics 
- Older people are vaccinating more (50+ years old).   Females are vaccinating more 
- Less than 15% of the youth have vaccinated in Ehlanzeni. The possibility is that the high rate of unemployment has an impact. 

Vaccination does not seem worthwhile to them as it doesn’t benefit them directly, economically 

2. PARTICULAR MISINFORMATION, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS OR MYTHS IN YOUR DISTRICT. Concerns:  
- Many members of the youth feel that the benefits of taking the vaccine are not enough to motivate them to go and take it, in terms of their health 
- Many say that they have not felt the health impact of Covid-19 on a personal level, so some still question whether Covid 19 is really real, or is it 
just a political stunt / political wars between countries 
- Some people say that they will only vaccinate if there is a monetary benefit. I.e.: Vaccinating and getting cash afterwards 

3. CHALLENGES Strategy to find solution to challenge Relevant  

We don’t get the broad feedback from all economic groups. 
The wealthier are harder to reach in terms of getting their 
opinions or take on vaccination in general 

Having forums for different types of people through 
common interests. i.e. wealthier people like to play 
golf, therefore you could have a golfers forum that 
records the response from the community 

- Provincial 

We don’t get broad results that mention ethnic groups that 
have vaccinated or financial position on a district level. This 
would assist us to see which particular groups need to be 
focused more on in terms of district mobilization 

Categorization of people who are vaccinating to 
produce a report that doesn’t just show numbers, but 
shows data we can act upon as mobilizers 

- Provincial 

4. SUCCESSES. With innovation on our strategies every week, it seems we are getting through to more and more people to get vaccinated. The 
last 7 day vaccination reporting period shows that there has been a sharp incline of vaccinations, with 4/5 vaccinations being the first dose for the 
Ehlanzeni District Community. I also believe this was aided by the Vooma Vaccination Weekend, as many events and celebrities were 
incorporated into this well marketed drive to motivate the community. Similar events should continuously be repeated to ensure that vaccination 
goals are met. 

5. ANYTHING ELSE (Anything else you would like to recommend or resources to request) 
Support staff on the ground, equipped with pamphlets and broad vaccine knowledge to engage the community around outreach vaccination sites 
daily.   Transport and gadgets for support staff 



10. District – Buffalo City, Eastern Cape (Coceka Kotsele) 
1. SENTIMENT  
 
I think it is increasing because the stats shows that. The youth is still reluctant, with the rural area we will not make the head count because some 
of the youth are in big towns to seek work  
 

2. PARTICULAR MISINFORMATION, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS OR MYTHS IN YOUR DISTRICT 
 
I had a chat with a certain learner. I found out that he is not prepared to vaccinate. The reason is that he still believes this virus is manmade so 
the vaccine is some sort of poison to kill us all after two years. I had to argue and argue until he was convinced. 
 

3. CHALLENGES Strategy to find solution to challenge 
Relevant people / groups to involve / 
local, district, provincial or national 

A. Shortage of loud hailers Buy Them DGMT 

B. Working in isolation Plan together as long as the district does not 
involve us in their planning we will not win 

District facilitators from BCM 

C. Shortage of nurses Hire some on part time basis District 

4. SUCCESSES  
The VOOMA weekend was a success I hope there will be more events like that where we work together as a team 
 
 

 

 
  



11. District – Namaqua, Northern Cape (Howard Lottering) 
1. SENTIMENT 
The growing numbers are proving that vaccine acceptance is definitely increasing in the Namaqua District. 

 

2. PARTICULAR MISINFORMATION, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS, OR MYTHS IN YOUR DISTRICT 
- Rumours that vaccines are killing people are still doing the rounds, but is losing steam as WHO reports are proving the contrary. 
- People who took the vaccine will die in two years’ time. 
- That the Johnson & Johnson vaccine is more effective than the Pfizer one. 
- The vaccine is from the devil and the mark of the beast (666). 
- The vaccine causes erectile disfunction and infertility. 
- Covid-19 can be cured with herbs and other natural remedies.  

1. Challenges Successes Strategy on how to find solution Relevant people 

A. Stranglehold of 
religious leaders 
and leaders of the 
Rastafarians on 
their followers. 

I have recently interviewed persons 
with very strong religious (Christian) 
convictions who were initially strongly 
against the vaccine, but have had a 
change of heart and are now openly 
encouraging others to do the same. 
 
Limited success due to the continued 
stranglehold of religious leaders. 

Broadcasting of such interviews on the 
radio and other forms of social media. 
 
 
An urgent meeting/summit with 
mainstream and Pentecostal churches and 
Rastafarians in the Namaqua District is 
still needed where all myths and 
misperceptions about the vaccine can be 
ironed out. 
 

Station managers and 
programme managers, 
presenters, vaccine 
communicators and 
interviewees. 
 
 
 
Reverends, pastors, priests 
and other clergy and 
leaders. 

B. Apathy of the 
youth and their 
preference of the 
J&J vaccine. 

Limited success due to the continued 
misinformation, disinformation and 
their preference of the Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine. 

Campaigns on tv, radio stations and social 
media such as Facebook and WhatsApp 
to get the correct message across. 

Managements of sports 
clubs, youth pastors and 
leaders, night club and 
tavern owners. 

C. Lack of funds 
and equipment. 

None.  Urgent need of a loud hailer. 
Funds to develop informational material 
such as banners, pamphlets, flyers, etc. 
 
Meeting/Summit with business chambers 
and non-affiliated businesses. 

All business owners. 



12. District – Garden Route, Western Cape (Busisiwe Mandari) 
1. SENTIMENT  
There increase only on weekends most people are working and not available during the week, some prefer to take it on weekends because there 
is no rest during the weekend they are needed at work. 

2. PARTICULAR MISINFORMATION, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS OR MYTHS IN YOUR DISTRICT. 
They still believe that people are dying because of Vaccine and there’s nothing that’s coming from the doctor’s to say they did not die of Vaccine 

3. CHALLENGES Strategy to find solution to challenge 
Relevant people / groups to involve / 
local, district, provincial or national 

A. Members of the 
community do not come back 
for their second vaccination. 

With the screening and registration that have personal information 
including addresses, door to door visit with the CHW could assist 
just to revisit for further information of why did they not come for 
second Jab... because that could be due to many things person or 
sickness, if possible and willing to take the vaccine ,they may be 
vaccinated from their homes 

Clinics together with their CHW and 
Vaccination trained sisters may assist in 
resolve his issues  

B. On weekend outreach 
community members come 
while drunk and demand JnJ. 

All weekend sites must have law enforcement or police around for 
protection from people that come drunk. 

Community SAPS and Law enforcement  

C. There’s still misinformation 
in the community , and  

Youth programs and youth leaders of the  community and also 
influencers need to take a stand in each and every community, 
maybe host a Youth conference where topic it going to be about 
vaccination, topics like .,why is it important to take it, what covid 
has done to community, our economy, our jobs. the schools how 
Gender Base Violence has raised while on lockdown. In addition, 
education on how to identify something that is not true online. 

Youth leaders of the community, influencers, 
community Djs to make it attractive. 

4. SUCCESSES 
DYSSELSDORP Oudtshoorn will have a 2 days Outreach, for 6 and 7 October for their community needs, services and awareness that is hosted 
by Thusong. The following stakeholders were invited to be involved in the Outreach which is Social Development,  Department of Education, 
SEDA, SASSA, Easy Pay, Labour, NSFAS, SARS, Home Affairs and Department of Health. It is good that the community needs are met and 
since this community struggled with ID.. now everyone that needed them will not have them available to also make registration easier.  

 

 


