COVID-19
Vaccination Programme
Communications priorities

12 – 19 October 2021

This report is for communicators promoting the uptake of the Covid-19 vaccination programme.
We hope it will help guide you as you shape communication to best suit your audience.

HEADLINES FOR THIS WEEK
Key Messages
Keep up the Vooma!
•
•
•
•
•

Be part of the Vooma Vaccination drive!
Don’t wait, come straight to a vaccination site near you.
You don’t have to wait for an SMS.
You can register when you arrive.
Any questions? Call 0800 029 999

Address the concerns emerging on social media and from communities
It’s not the vaccine, but Covid-19 disease that can cause infertility .
•
The Covid-19 vaccine does not cause fertility problems for men nor women.
•
But becoming infected with the coronavirus may cause sexual health and fertility problems. Yet
another reason to get vaccinated!
The vaccine is safe in all stages of pregnancy
•
All the scientific evidence to date shows that it is safe for pregnant women to be vaccinated and that
it does not harm the baby.
•
Vaccination of pregnant women produces antibodies that might even protect their babies.
•
Pregnant women are more likely to get very ill with Covid-19 compared to other women. For this
reason, it is even more important that all pregnant women get vaccinated.

Access your digital Vaccination Certificate anytime and anywhere
If you are planning to travel out of South Africa, you may need a vaccination
certificate. Log onto https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za from any device
24/7. You’ll need your vaccination code and your ID, Passport, or Asylum or
refugee Number.
Need assistance? Call 0800 029 999.

Progress with Vaccination Rollout
Over one third of all adults have not
received at least one dose of the
vaccination (either J&J or 1st dose of
Pfizer), and one quarter are now fully
vaccinated.

Progress by 8 October 2021

% Total pop.
% Adult pop.
50+
18-49

At least one dose
13,415,827
13,415,827
5,439,933
7,975,894

%
22.2%
33.7%
52.7%
35.6%

Fully vaccinated
%
9,848,878
16.3%
9,848,878
24.8%

The Vooma Vaccination pattern of
higher overall vaccination rates has
been sustained through this week.
Total vaccinations have remained
consistently higher, but this largely
reflects the bubble-effect of the first
18 – 35 year olds now receiving their
second doses. First dose vaccinations
have also increased somewhat, with a
weekday average this week of 106,393
compared to 84,121 for the previous
two weeks (excluding the Heritage
Day holiday). That represents an
increase of 26% over the previous two
week average.
However, the number of first dose
vaccinations remains far too low, as
we need to achieve over 250,000 first
dose vaccinations every day of every
week between now and Christmas in
order to reach 70% coverage of adults
by the end of 2021.

Social Listening
It’s Covid-19 infection - and not the vaccine - that can cause sexual problems
and infertility
Concerns that the vaccine can cause sexual problems and infertility – especially in men – have
been fairly prevalent over the past few weeks. There is no evidence that the vaccine causes sexual
problems, such as erectile dysfunction or infertility. In fact, those men who have not been
vaccinated may be putting themselves as risk as their sexual organs are vulnerable to SARS-CoV-2
infection.
None of the ingredients of any of the vaccines are associated with infertility. They would have to
affect sexual hormones, damage cells (cytotoxic) or damage DNA. None of the ingredients can do
any of these damaging effects. The mRNA of Pfizer and Moderna does not get anywhere near a
person’s DNA, which is contained in the nucleus of their cells. It only provides the instructions for
a harmless protein piece (similar to the spike protein of the virus) which is displayed on the
surface of the cell. This causes the body to produce antibodies. Once the cell has “read the
instructions”, the mRNA is broken down.
For those of you interested in understanding why it is not possible for the vaccine to lead to
infertility, here is an article of interest: “How can we be sure vaccination against COVID-19 doesn’t
cause infertility?” (https://vajenda.substack.com/p/how-can-we-be-sure-vaccination-against).

Scientific evidence has shown that the vaccine is safe during all stages of
pregnancy
The vaccine prevents Covid-19 infection, and cannot cause it. It does not affect the DNA of cells in
any way and so cannot cause any changes in a baby’s DNA.
All of the scientific evidence to date shows that both the Johnson & Johnson and Pfizer vaccine
are safe during pregnancy. The viral vectors used in the J&J vaccine have been used before in
other vaccines, without any effect on pregnant women or their unborn babies, while there have
been no scientific reports of negative effects from the mRNA vaccines.
It also appears that maternal antibodies from the mother may be transmitted via the placenta to
the baby, offering a level of protection against Covid-19.
Khalili M et al (2020). Male Fertility and the COVID-19 Pandemic: Systematic review of the Literature. World J Mens Health. 38(4): 506-520
Kalafat E et al (2021). Benefits and potential harms of Covid-19 vaccination during pregnancy: evidence for patient counseling. Ultrasound Obstet
Gynaecol 57: 681-686
Shimabukuro TT, Kim SY, Myers TR, et al. Preliminary Findings of mRNA Covid-19 Vaccine Safety in Pregnant Persons. N Engl J Med 2021; 384:22732282. DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa2104983

COMMUNICATIONS HIERARCHY FOR
12 – 19 OCTOBER
WHAT

Be part of the Vooma Vaccination drive! If you are 18 years or older, don’t wait, come straight to a
vaccination site near you.
Got any questions or concerns? Call the tollfree Covid-19 hotline 0800 029 999. It is there for you.
After your vaccination, you may feel a bit sick for a couple of days, as if you have the flu. That is a normal
part of your body’s response as it starts to protect you from getting seriously ill from Covid-19 in future.

WHY

The vaccine is safe and protects you from getting very sick or dying from Covid-19. If you’re over fifty, it’s most
important that you go now because you have the highest risk.
There have been no deaths in South Africa as a result of Covid-19 vaccination. A few people have come for
vaccination without realising they already have Covid-19, and have died soon afterwards – but they died from
Covid infection and not from the vaccination.
The vaccine does not cause sexual problems or infertility. But if you catch Covid-19, you could
experience these problems until you recover fully. It’s another good reason to be vaccinated right away!

WHO

Any person in South Africa aged 18 and above
should go get vaccinated right away.

It is also safe for pregnant women to get
vaccinated at any stage of pregnancy.
It’s your choice. Government is not forcing
anybody to get vaccinated, but would like
everyone to understand its benefits to them,
their families and communities.

It’s for men and women, SA citizens and people living
in SA from other countries. At present, the system
doesn’t allow foreign nationals and people without
ID’s or other identity documentation to register. But
we’re working on it. By mid-October, we hope to
extend vaccination to everyone without
documentation.

WHERE

You can visit any vaccination site at a government
health facility or a private pharmacy or health facility.
Even if you don’t have medical aid, you can go to a
private pharmacy and you won’t have to pay.

Not all health facilities or pharmacies are vaccination
sites.
You can find out where your closest site is by visiting
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/active- vaccination-sites/ or
calling the National Covid-19 hotline on 0800 029 999.
The call is free.

HOW

ITWILLSAVEYOUTIMEIFYOUREGISTERFIRST
It will save you time if you register before you go, so
that your details are already in the system.
Phone 0800 029 999 tollfree OR
USSD: Dial *134*832*IDnumber#
No ID no? Just dial *134*832#
WhatsApp: Send “Register” to 0600 123 456
Online: www.vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za

If you register, you
will get an SMS
telling you where
and when to go to
get vaccinated.

But you can still just walk in. You may just have to
wait a bit longer.
If you have access to the Internet, you can now
choose when and where to get vaccinated.
•
Once you are registered, you can choose
when and where to get vaccinated or
change your vaccination appointment.
•
Go to https://vaccine.booking.health.gov.za

WHAT IF

It is normal to have some side effects
A few hours after the vaccine you might feel like
you’ve got a bad ‘flu, with fevers and headaches
and chills. But it goes away after day or so.

But you don’t have
to wait for the
SMS. Just go to
your nearest
vaccination site.

Getting vaccinated is easy.
When you get to the
vaccination site, a nurse will
take your temperature to
check that you don’t have
Covid-19. If you do, you’ll be
asked to come back in a month
when it’s safer for you and for
all the other people in the
queue.
If your temperature is normal,
you’ll be invited to join the
queue to be vaccinated. When
you do, you’ll feel just a small
prick in your arm. Afterwards
you’ll be asked to stay for 15
minutes just to make sure you
have no side effects.

If you’re worried or feel short of breath or your heart is
racing, feel free to call the Covid-19 hotline 0800 029
999 for advice.

If you have any questions, call the COVID-19 hotline on 0800 029 999.

Contact: Nombulelo Leburu, Director External Communications - Nombulelo.leburu@health.gov.za

