
Vaccination Programme
Communications priorities 29 November – 5 December 2021

HEADLINES FOR THIS WEEK
Key Messages

COVID-19
This report is for communicators promoting the uptake of the Covid-19 vaccination programme. 

We hope it will help guide you as you shape communication to best suit your audience.

New Omicron Variant
Vaccinations reduce the severity of Covid-19 illness and prevent deaths and, together
with protective behaviour, are still our best defence against the virus.
Protective behaviours – mask wearing, meeting outside and open windows, social
distancing and regular handwashing are a must for everyone, including those who
have vaccinated as they do reduce Covid-19 transmission.

Vooma Week 3-10 December
The Vooma Vaccination campaigns have driven increased uptake of the vaccine and
the third Vooma Vaccination campaign will run from the 3-10 December.
Find your closest site or vaccination pop-up at a shopping mall or taxi rank near you.

Vooma Vouchers for 50+!
Now’s the time to ensure that every older person is vaccinated.
The Vooma Voucher has been increased to R200 for those who vaccinate for the first
time during Nov/Dec to spend at Shoprite, Checkers or Usave.

Lucky Draw – R1,000! R10,000! R100,000!
The lucky draw has been launched to encourage people in South Africa aged 12 and
older to come forward for Covid-19 vaccination.
Everyone who has been vaccinated this year is automatically entered into the five
weekly draws. A total of R2 million to be won.

Be part of a national network of local champions, 
leading the way to a safer and better society. 

Join the Club! 
Vooma Vax Champs #vaxchamps vaxchamp.org.za



Progress with the Vaccination Rollout

Sisonke 2

Reinforce Previous Messages

At least one dose         %   Fully vaccinated            % 

% Total pop. 16,456,417 27.3%          14,138,776             23.4%
% Adult pop. 16,456,417 41.3%          14,138,776             35,5%
60+ 3,531,318 64.1%             3,137,760             57,0%
50-59 2,815,666 58.4%             2,543,788             52,8%
18-49 10,104,518 34.3%             8,456,127             28,7%
12-17 409,942

Progress with the Vaccination Rollout

• The number of vaccinations administered
across all provinces has continued to decline
through November. We have stock to
administer 300 000 doses a day but demand
is currently around 120 000 doses per day.

• As a result new shipments of both the J&J and
Pfizer doses have been put on hold to be
reallocated to other countries whose
demands are currently higher.

• It also means that South Africa isn’t holding
excessive stock that could potentially expire.
Supplies will continue to be monitored and
replenished as demand is created.

Progress by 25 November 2021

Check vaccination numbers per district at  https://sacoronavirus.co.za/latest-vaccine-statistics/ 

Side-effects are normal
• Remind people that side-effects are normal and that these vary amongst individuals and between doses.

Some people find they have more side-effects with the first dose and or the other way round, whilst others
are don’t have any side-effects.

25 million vaccinations given
• Last week we passed the 25 million vaccination mark. Celebrate this achievement as it’s a real milestone.

Having a co-morbidity is more reason to get vaccinated,

NOT to stay away!
• More so than ever people with diabetes, high blood pressure, hypertension and

various other disease should go get vaccinated. Covid-19 infections are starting
to rise again so it’s a good time to go as the vaccination is your best protection
against the 4th wave. If you are planning on becoming pregnant in the next few
months it’s also best to get your vaccination before you do so.
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Strategies & Interventions

New Omicron Variant
The new variant emphasizes and reminds us of the urgency to get everyone vaccinated fast. The more people
we have vaccinated, the less chance the virus has of mutating. So sooner rather than later, especially as new
variants andmutationswill keep emerging.
When need to continue to dowhatwe knowworks andwhat has kept us safe in the past.

Vaccinate
• Vaccinations are effective in reducing the severity of Covid-19 disease and preventing death and, together

with protective behaviours, remain our best defence against Covid-19 and the Omicron variant.
• This is our first line of defence; they are free and ensure our safety as well as the safety of our loved ones.
• Vaccination remains the key defence against future variants as well.
• Don’t wait, vaccinate now. The vaccine’s protection, regardless of whether it is J&J or Pfizer is fully

protective twoweeks after the vaccination is administered so you’ll be safer on your travels if you vaccinate
now.

Non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs)
• Wear amask at all timeswhen in public
• Avoid large gatherings and events, especially those taking place in doors, as

these are known to be super-spreaders. Rather hold smaller gatherings
outdoors or inwell ventilated spaces, evenwhenwith family.

• Keep a social distance
• Wash hands regularly with soap andwater and sanitising.

Lucky Draw for those who have Vaccinated

Who can enter?
• Everyone who has been vaccinated this year is automatically entered into the five weekly draws. That is
if they have been vaccinated by the date of specific draws and by no later than the 31st of December
2021. Their details need to have been captured on the EVDS system in time for each draw or, in the case
of the final draw, by 25 January 2022. (A small proportion of records are paper-based and for that reason
sufficient time is allowed to enable back-capturing of records of vaccinations up to and including until 31
December 2021).

What are the prizes?
• There are a total of 1,055 prizes with 211 winners eachweek.
• Winners will receive:
• One of five prizes of R100,000 (one hundred thousand Rand) each
• One of 50 prizes of R10,000 (ten thousand Rand) each
• One of 1,000 prizes of R1,000 (one thousand Rand) each.

Who is behind the Lucky Draw?
• With the endorsement of the National Department of Health, the DG Murray Trust will facilitate the
promotion, adjudication and awarding of cash prizes to individuals registered on the Electronic
Vaccination Data System (EVDS). The draw is an automated randomized process of selection. No
employees of or those people contracted to work on the project from DGMT, NDoH, EVDS and DATT are
eligible to be winners. The money has been provided by private and philanthropic donations and is not
public money. The full rules and a set of FAQs are available on the DGMTwebsite (dgmt.co.za).



Strategies & Interventions

Key Focus Areas for Vooma Vaccination
Week III
The third Vooma Weekend takes place at the
beginning of the summer holidays, when:
• Schools are about to close.
• People are about to travel out of the cities and

back to their homes, some across border.
• People congregate in shopping malls and on the

beachfront and other recreational areas.

What will happen?
• Existing sites will remain open, but the focus will

shift over the weekend to pop-up sites in
shopping malls, recreational areas, taxi ranks,
stations and airports where there has not been a
vaccination presence before.

• These pop-up sites will be marketed before-hand
and should stay open for the week of 3-10
December to maximise uptake.

• Civil society and faith-based organisations and
companies will be encouraged to set up soup
kitchens and refreshment stands for people who
come for vaccination.

• The Department of Basic Education will be
approached to allow pop-up sites after exams in
the following week.

• Partnering with the transport sector to maximise
messaging at pit stops, rest areas and along the
major provincial and national routes are being
explored.

Vooma Vouchers for 50+ are now R200!
The purpose of Vooma vouchers is to ensure that as many people aged 60 and
older get vaccinated ahead of the 4th wave, because they are at highest risk of
getting severely ill or dying from Covid-19.

The Vooma Voucher has been increased to R200 for those who vaccinate for the first time during
November/December to spend at Shoprite, Checkers or Usave. The offer runs until the 31 December or
until stocks run out. The opt in system has also been made easier and the call centre and Shoprite are
there to assist those to receive their voucher. The 23 000 people who initially received R100 will now be
given a surprise R100 extra.

Key Messages
• We need to stress urgency “VACCINATION IS 

NOW MORE URGENT THAN EVER”
• We need to appeal for family safety “ENSURE 

THAT YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY IS VACCINATED”
• We need to respond to the mood of the festive 

season “THE BEST GIFT WE CAN GIVE OUR 
FAMILIES IS THE FREE VACCINATION”

• We need to communicate to travellers 
“VACCINATE BEFORE YOU VAI [LEAVE]”

• We need to emphasize the importance of getting 
more people vaccinated “VACCINATION IS OUR 
BEST WAY TO SAFELY RIDE THE 4TH WAVE”

• We need to appeal to people, especially young 
adults about socialising “VOOMA BEFORE YOU 
VOSHO”

• And appeal to those travelling to visit family 
across borders “VOOMA BEFORE YOU VISIT”

• And finally to call on people going on holiday to 
consider everyone around them “VOOMA 
BEFORE YOU VACAY”

Mobilisation
The first two Vooma Weekends involved
participation by leadership, driven by political
leadership. This Vooma Week will be driven by local
community leadership and strong participation. This
will entail one-on-one discussions, community
imbizos and. These discussions will be taken to the
media with the imbizos and discussions taking place
in the form of talk shows on community radio and
activation of networks and local structures.

Vooma Week 3-10 December
The Vooma Vaccination campaigns have driven increased uptake of
the vaccine and the third Vooma Vaccination campaign will run from
the 3-10 December.



WHAT New Omicron Variant
• Vaccinations are effective and remain our best defence against the virus and the Omicron variant.
• Non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) are a must for everyone, including those who have vaccinated as they do reduce 

Covid-19 transmission.
Vooma Week 3-10 December
• The Vooma Vaccination campaigns have driven increased uptake of the vaccine and the third Vooma Vaccination campaign 

will run from the 3-10 December.
Vooma Vouchers for 50+! 
• The Vooma Voucher has been increased to R200 for those who vaccinate for the first time during Nov/Dec to spend at 

Shoprite, Checkers or Usave. 
Lucky Draw – R1,000! R10,000! R100,000!
• The lucky draw has been launched to encourage people in South Africa aged 12 and older to come forward for Covid-19 

vaccination. 
• Everyone who has been vaccinated this year is automatically entered into the five weekly draws. 

WHY The vaccine is safe and protects you from getting very sick or dying from Covid-19. If you’re over fifty, it’s most important that you go 
now because you have the highest risk.
There have been no deaths in South Africa as a result of Covid-19 vaccination. A few people have come for vaccination without 
realising they already have Covid-19, and have died soon afterwards – but they died from Covid-19 infection and not from the 
vaccination. 
The vaccine does not cause sexual problems or infertility.  But if you catch Covid-19, you could experience these problems 
until you recover fully. It’s another good reason to be vaccinated right away! 

WHO Any person in South Africa aged 12 and above should go get 
vaccinated right away.
It is also safe for pregnant women to get vaccinated at any 
stage of pregnancy.
It’s your choice. Government is not forcing anybody to get 
vaccinated, but would like everyone to understand its 
benefits to them, their families and communities. 

It’s for men and women, SA citizens and people living in SA 
from other countries. Undocumented people are being 
vaccinated in pilot sites in eThekwini, Tshwane and the City of 
Cape Town.  We will grow the number of sites in these 
provinces and expand to other provinces in the coming weeks. 
At present, the system doesn’t allow foreign nationals and 
people without ID’s or other identity documentation (passport 
or refugee/asylum) to register., but we’re working on it. 

WHERE You can visit any vaccination site at a  government health facility 
or a private pharmacy or health facility. Even if you don’t have 
medical aid, you can go to a private facility and you won’t have to
pay.

Not all health facilities or pharmacies are vaccination sites. You
can find out  where your closest site is by visiting 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/active- vaccination-sites/ or calling 
the National Covid-19 hotline on 0800 029 999. The call is free.

HOW ITWILLSAVEYOUTIMEIFYOUREGISTERFIRST
It will save you time if you register before you go, so that your
details are already in the system.
Phone 0800 029 999 tollfree OR
USSD: Dial *134*832*IDnumber#
No ID no? Just dial *134*832#
WhatsApp: Send “Register” to 0600 123 456
Online: https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/
But you can still just walk in. You may just have to wait a bit
longer.
If you have access to the Internet, you can now choose when
and where to get vaccinated.
• Once you are registered, you can choose when and where

to get vaccinated or change your vaccination appointment.
• Go to https://vaccine.booking.health.gov.za
Once you are fully vaccinated, you can download your 
Vaccination Certificate from 
https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za/ 

If you register, you  
will get an SMS 
telling you where 
and when to go to 
get vaccinated.
But  you don’t have 
to wait for the 
SMS. Just go to 
your nearest
vaccination  site.

Getting vaccinated is easy. 
When you get to the vaccination site, a 
nurse will take your temperature  to
check that you don’t have  Covid-19. If
you do, you’ll be asked  to come back in
a month when it’s safer for you and for 
all the other people in the queue.
If your  temperature is normal, you’ll be 
invited to join the queue to be 
vaccinated. When  you do, you’ll feel just 
a small prick in your arm.  
Afterwards you’ll  be asked to stay for
15 minutes just to make sure you have
no side  effects.

WHAT IF It is normal to have some side effects. A few hours after the 
vaccine you might feel like you’ve got a bad ‘flu, with fevers and 
headaches and chills. But it goes away after day or so.

If you’re worried or feel short of breath or your heart is racing,
feel free to call the Covid-19 hotline 0800 029 999 for advice.

If you have any questions, call the COVID-19 hotline on 0800 029 999.
Contact: Nombulelo Leburu, Director:  External Communication  Nombulelo.leburu@health.gov.za
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https://vaccine.booking.health.gov.za/

