
Vaccination Programme
Communications priorities 13 – 19  December 2021

HEADLINES FOR THIS WEEK
Key Messages

COVID-19
This report is for communicators promoting the uptake of the Covid-19 vaccination programme. 

We hope it will help guide you as you shape communication to best suit your audience.

18-34 year olds are showing greater interest in vaccinating
• Over the past two weeks there has been an increase in uptake of

vaccination amongst this age group. We must acknowledge and build on this
growing interest.

12-17 year olds get 2nd dose of Pfizer
• From 9 December, 12-17 year-olds are able to receive a second dose of the

Pfizer vaccine.

Vaccine Boosters to be phased in
• Booster doses for people 18 years and older are to be phased in starting

with people over 60 years and health workers.
• These are administered six months after the last dose of either the J&J

vaccine or Pfizer.

Additional doses for Immunocompromised Individuals and
Boosters for Health Workers in the Sisonke Trial
• Encourage all who are eligible for these shots to come forward this week to

vaccinate before the festive season and for added protection for the 4th
wave.

Be part of a national network of local champions, 
leading the way to a safer and better society. 

Join the Club! 
Vooma Vax Champs

#vaxchamps vaxchamp.org.za



Progress with the Vaccination Rollout

Sisonke 2

Reinforce Previous Messages

Progress with the Vaccination Rollout

The last week of November and first week of December saw an increase in demand for vaccinations across

all age groups, reversing the downward trend seen in the preceding weeks of November. However, the

‘Omicron effect’ that caused the substantially higher numbers seems to be wearing off.

Check vaccination numbers per district at  https://sacoronavirus.co.za/latest-vaccine-statistics/ 

Vooma Week
• Continue to reinforce the message from last week’s Vooma Vaccination Week encouraging people

to get vaccinated before they go on holiday, travel, socialise and head home to be with family.

We must still push vaccines together with open windows, mask wearing,
handwashing and social distancing
• Vaccines, along with these personal actions remain our most important defence against the virus.

• Vaccines reduce severe illness, hospitalisation and death amongst those who do get Covid-19.

Lucky Draw – R1,000! R10,000! R100,000! First Luck Draw Winners to be
announced this week.
• Everyone who has been vaccinated this year is automatically entered into the weekly draw. The

sooner people come through to vaccinate the more chances they have of being a winner and

taking their share of the R2 million. [This lucky draw is facilitated by the DG Murray Trust, with

private funding, and with the endorsement of the National Department of Health]
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Strategies & Interventions
xx
This Vooma

Three provinces have now passed the
50% mark for vaccinating adults with
Eastern Cape close behind:
__________________
52.12% Western Cape
51.73% Free State
50.05% Limpopo
__________________
49.05% Eastern Cape
45.65% Northern Cape
42.87% North West
__________________
40.57% Gauteng
37.64% Mpumalanga
37.38% KwaZulu-Natal

50% of the unvaccinated population are
found in just two provinces – Gauteng
and KwaZulu-Natal, and the success of
the national vaccination programme now
rests on accelerating uptake there.

Across all age groups there has been an increase in
demand over the past two weeks but particularly
amongst the 18-34 year olds where the share
downward trend that had occurred since mid-

At least one dose        %   Fully vaccinated         % 
% Total pop. 17,399,245 28.9%     15,112,326  25.1%
% Adult pop. 17,399,245 43.7%    15,112,326   38,0%
60+ 3,602,818 65.4%         3,212,124     58,3%
50-59 2,930,330 60.8%         2,665,832     55,3%
18-49 10,861,114 36.8%         9,231,228     31,3%
12-17 730,295

Progress by 11 December 2021

Strategies & Interventions

October was reversed. Efforts to sustain this
demand and continue to encourage young adults
to vaccinate will help to keep the momentum and
interest.

18-34 year olds now coming forward for vaccinations
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received one dose.

67% of 
the total 

population.



Strategies & Interventions

Vaccine Boosters for both J&J and Pfizer
Booster doses will become available from January

for Pfizer as the 28th December marks six months

since the second dose of the vaccine was provided

to people over sixty. The J&J booster will likewise
start to roll out soon and announcements are

expected this week or next.

Booster doses of both J&J and Pfizer will be given to

people 18 years and older and will be phased in

starting with people over 60 years, and health
workers; then to others as they reach sixmonths.

After a time, some of the body’s immune response

seems to wear off, especially the formation of

antibodies that recognise and kill the virus before it

infects one. Other parts of the immune system (like
T-cells in tissue that shorten the time of infection

and reduce serious illness) seem less affected by

time and still work well. Boosters may also “update”

the vaccine to respond to new variants.

Booster for Sisonke Trial Health Workers
The Sisonke trial, which started on the 28th Oct, runs

until the 17th December and Health Workers are

encouraged to use this last week of the trial to take

up the opportunity to get their booster shot.

So far nearly half of the original trial participants

have come for their vaccine which provides added

protection for the 4thwave that is upon us.

(https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za) or at a

vaccination site.

Eligible individuals include those with

haematological or immune malignancy, moderate

to severe primary immunodeficiency disorder, HIV

infection with CD4 count < 200 cells/µL within the

last 6 months and Asplenia. Individuals receiving the

following treatments also qualify for an additional
dose: high dose steroids or systemic biologics (e.g.

for autoimmune conditions), long term renal dialysis

and transplant recipients (solid organ or bone

marrow).

Since 1st December individuals who are

immunocompromised have been able to get an

additional dose to enhance their immune protection.

This not a booster shot but an additional dose as
compromised immune systems may have a reduced

immune response to Covid-19 vaccines.

An additional dose can be given between one and

three months after the previous dose, and as long as

28 days have passed since the last dose. A doctor or
a nurse must prescribe this dose and must complete

the referral form. Registration for an additional

vaccination dose is on the EVDS Registration Portal

Additional Doses for Immunocompromised Individuals

As from9 December this age group becomes eligible

for a second dose of the Pfizer vaccine. This date

marks 42 days since the first 12-17 year olds took

their first dose. SMSes will be sent to individuals
notifying them to come for their second

dose. There is also no need towait for the SMS,

and 42 days after your first vaccination you can

come through to any vaccination site and get the

second jab.

It’s also been encouraging to see the increase in

demand amongst 12-17 year olds for their first dose

since they finishedwriting exams.

2nd dose of Pfizer now available for 12-17 year-olds



WHAT 18-34 year olds are showing greater interest in vaccinating
• Over the past two weeks there has been an increase in uptake of vaccination amongst this age group 

and an extra push to build on this demand is needed.
12-17 year olds get 2nd dose of Pfizer
• From 9 December 12-17 year-olds, are able to receive a second dose of the Pfizer vaccine.
Vaccine Boosters to be phased in
• Booster doses for people 18 years and older to be phased in starting with people over 60 years and 

health workers.
• These are administered six months after the last dose of either the J&J vaccine or Pfizer.
Additional doses for Immunocompromised Individuals and Boosters for Health Workers in the 
Sisonke Trial
• Encourage all who are eligible for these shots to come forward this week to vaccinate before the 

festive season and for added protection for the 4th wave. 
WHY The vaccine is safe and protects you from getting very sick or dying from Covid-19. If you’re over fifty, it’s most important that you go 

now because you have the highest risk.
There have been no deaths in South Africa as a result of Covid-19 vaccination. A few people have come for vaccination without 
realising they already have Covid-19, and have died soon afterwards – but they died from Covid-19 infection and not from the 
vaccination. 
The vaccine does not cause sexual problems or infertility.  But if you catch Covid-19, you could experience these problems 
until you recover fully. It’s another good reason to be vaccinated right away! 

WHO Any person in South Africa aged 12 and above should go get 
vaccinated right away.
It is also safe for pregnant women to get vaccinated at any 
stage of pregnancy.
It’s your choice. Government is not forcing anybody to get 
vaccinated, but would like everyone to understand its 
benefits to them, their families and communities. 

It’s for men and women, SA citizens and people living in SA 
from other countries. Undocumented people are being 
vaccinated in pilot sites in eThekwini, Tshwane and the City of 
Cape Town.  We will grow the number of sites in these 
provinces and expand to other provinces in the coming weeks. 
At present, the system doesn’t allow foreign nationals and 
people without ID’s or other identity documentation (passport 
or refugee/asylum) to register, but we’re working on it. 

WHERE You can visit any vaccination site at a  government health facility 
or a private pharmacy or health facility. Even if you don’t have 
medical aid, you can go to a private facility and you won’t have to
pay.

Not all health facilities or pharmacies are vaccination sites. You
can find out  where your closest site is by visiting 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/active- vaccination-sites/ or calling 
the National Covid-19 hotline on 0800 029 999. The call is free.

HOW ITWILLSAVEYOUTIMEIFYOUREGISTERFIRST
It will save you time if you register before you go, so that your
details are already in the system.
Phone 0800 029 999 tollfree OR
USSD: Dial *134*832*IDnumber#
No ID no? Just dial *134*832#
WhatsApp: Send “Register” to 0600 123 456
Online: https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/
But you can still just walk in. You may just have to wait a bit
longer.
If you have access to the Internet, you can now choose when
and where to get vaccinated.
• Once you are registered, you can choose when and where

to get vaccinated or change your vaccination appointment.
• Go to https://vaccine.booking.health.gov.za
Once you are fully vaccinated, you can download your 
Vaccination Certificate from 
https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za/ 

If you register, you  
will get an SMS 
telling you where 
and when to go to 
get vaccinated.
But  you don’t have 
to wait for the 
SMS. Just go to 
your nearest
vaccination  site.

Getting vaccinated is easy. 
When you get to the vaccination site, a 
nurse will take your temperature  to
check that you don’t have Covid-19. If
you do, you’ll be asked  to come back in
a month when it’s safer for you and for 
all the other people in the queue.
If your temperature is normal, you’ll be
invited to join the queue to be
vaccinated. When you do, you’ll feel just 
a small prick in your arm.  
Afterwards you’ll  be asked to stay for
15 minutes just to make sure you have
no side effects.

WHAT IF It is normal to have some side effects. A few hours after the 
vaccine you might feel like you’ve got a bad ‘flu, with fevers and
headaches and chills. But it goes away after day or so.

If you’re worried or feel short of breath or your heart is racing,
feel free to call the Covid-19 hotline 0800 029 999 for advice.

If you have any questions, call the COVID-19 hotline on 0800 029 999.
Contact: Nombulelo Leburu, Director:  External Communication  Nombulelo.leburu@health.gov.za

COMMUNICATIONS HIERARCHY FOR
13-19 DECEMBER

https://vaccine.booking.health.gov.za/

