
Vaccination Programme
Communications priorities 17 – 23 January 2022

HEADLINES FOR THIS PERIOD
Key Messages

COVID-19
This report is for communicators promoting the uptake of the Covid-19 vaccination programme. 

We hope it will help guide you as you shape communication to best suit your audience.

Vaccination sites are open for you to get your jab now
• First jab, second jab or boosters shots - now is the time to go get vaccinated.
• The 4th wave has shown that vaccination often makes the difference between life and death

for people who get severe Covid-19.
Young people encouraged to get vaccinated
• Yes, you can still get Covid-19 after vaccinating, which is why wearing a mask and socialising

outdoors is still crucial.
• If you’re young, it’s true that your risk of severe illness much lower. But some young people do

get very ill and even die. You can prevent severe illness by being vaccinated.
Prioritising 15 Districts
• The fifteen districts with the lowest vaccination coverage are to be prioritised.
Boosters for General Population
• Get your booster 60 days after your first J&J vaccine and 180 days after your second Pfizer

vaccine.
• Therefore, over Sixties, Teachers and Health Workers available now.
• You can choose where to get your vaccination and even walk in to any vaccination site, not

necessarily the one where you had your initial jab.

Let your close contacts know if you get Covid-19
If you test positive for Covid-19 let those with whom you have come into close contact know. 
Close contacts will include people who you saw two days before symptoms began or two days 

before your positive test if you do not have symptoms. A close contact is someone who you were 
with for a total of 15 minutes of more and were less than 1.5 metres apart.



Progress with the Vaccination Rollout

Reinforce Previous Messages

Get vaccinated and actively promote vaccination by 
encouraging others to also vaccinate  

Vax Champ Webinar – Friday 21 January 2022

Vooma Vax Champs

#vaxchamps         vaxchamp.org.za

Download your updated certificate anytime 
and from any device 24/7. 

Log onto https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za

Updated Digital Vaccination Certificate

Vaccinating is still your best protection against staying out of hospital
• Vaccinations substantially reduce your chance of getting severe Covid-19, being hospitalised

and dying.
• Whether you are young or old, male or female, have an underlying health issue or not

vaccinations provide your body with the best protection.

Isolation and quarantine times remain at 10-days
• Isolate for 10-days after testing positive or 10-days from onset of symptoms.
• Quarantine for 10-days after being in close contact with a person who has tested positive for

Covid-19. Get tested if you show symptoms.

Your personal actions can protect you from getting Covid-19.
• Keep your mask on and open windows and doors when with others who don’t live with you,

better still meet outside. Wash and sanitise your hands often, social distance and avoid
crowds.

Vaccines reduce severe illness, hospitalisation and death
• By vaccinating you reduce your chance of getting severe Covid-19, being hospitalised and

dying.
• If you have an underlying illness that you are not aware of the vaccine will provide your body

with the best protection should you get Covid-19.
• Visit https://sacoronavirus.co.za/active-vaccination-sites/



Strategies & Interventions

Progress by 15 January 2022

At least one dose        %   Fully vaccinated         % 
% Total pop. 19,252,426 31.9%     16,033,819  26.6%
% Adult pop. 18,180,652 45.7%    16,033,819   40,3%
60+ 3,667,604 66.6%         3,298,288     59,9%
50-59 3,008,731 62.5%         2,773,008     57,6%
18-49 11,519,066 39.1%         9,959,135     33,8%
12-17 1,071,774
Booster Dose 388,097

Progress with the Vaccination Rollout

Vaccination uptake is starting to
increase again and is expected to see
further increases as more people
become eligible for their boosters
shots.

Vaccination numbers per district can be found on the website:
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/latest-vaccine-statistics/ 

Coverage per Province

Top 4 – Above 50%
54,1% Free State
53,6% Western Cape
52,2% Limpopo
50% Eastern Cape

Bottom 5
47% Northern Cape
44,6% North West
42,7% Gauteng
39,5% Mpumalanga
39% KwaZulu-Natal

Booster Dose
A booster shot provides an important increase to
the body’s immunity, especially if you have an
underlying illness.

Everybody who has been vaccinated is entitled to a
booster dose after they have completed their initial
vaccination schedule.

The Johnson & Johnson booster vaccine can be
given 60 days (2 months) after the first jab and the
Pfizer boosters 180 days (6 months) after the
second vaccination.

You can get your booster at any vaccination site
that is most convenient for you when you become
eligible.

Strategies & Interventions
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31.9% of population have 
received one dose.

67% of 
the total 

population.



Strategies & Interventions

There are young people who do get seriously sick
and die from Covid-19 and the best protection, at
any age, is to get vaccinated. Although young
people generally experience less severe Covid-19
symptoms the risk of long Covid is still significant
with some health issues continuing to impact them
formanymonths.

Young People Encouraged to get Vaccinated

Priority Areas

2 Priority Provinces: Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal

The two provinces with the largest populations are also the two with highest number of unvaccinated
people. These provinces need to be prioritised by all working in vaccination demand creation and delivery.

Vaccination sites are open with more outreach
sites due to open up to improve access in areas
were coverage is currently low.

Sites are Open

Sites do change, based on demand, and it’s
advisable to check on the website or call the
helpline.

0800 029 999 or https://sacoronavirus.co.za/active-vaccination-sites/

Overall uptake of vaccinations amongst 18-34 year-
olds remains low at just 31,6%, whereas older age
groups have all reached coverage of over 50%. 12
million youth are still unvaccinatedwithmost young
people residing in Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal.

15 Priority Districts

15 districts with the lowest coverage are also to be prioritized. Both provinces and districts are encouraged to
identify sub-districts to be targeted and supported to improve the current low coverage. Together, these
districts comprise over 80%of unvaccinated adults in South Africa.

15 Districts with the Lowest Coverage – 12 Dec 2021



WHAT Vaccination sites are open for you to get your jab now
• First jab, second jab or boosters shots - now is the time to go get vaccinated.
• The 4th wave has shown that vaccination often makes the difference between life and death for people who get severe Covid-19.
Young people encouraged to get vaccinated
• Yes, you can still get Covid-19 after vaccinating, which is why wearing a mask and socialising outdoors is still crucial.
• If you’re young, it’s true that your risk of severe illness much lower. But some young people do get very ill and even die.

You can prevent severe illness by being vaccinated.
Prioritising 15 Districts
• The fifteen districts with the lowest vaccination coverage are to be prioritised.
Boosters for General Population
• Get your booster 60 days after your first J&J vaccine and 180 days after your second Pfizer vaccine.
• Therefore, over Sixties, Teachers and Health Workers available now.
• You can choose where to get your vaccination and even walk in to any vaccination site, not necessarily the one where you had

your initial jab.

WHY The vaccine is safe and protects you from getting very sick or dying from Covid-19. If you’re over fifty, it’s most important that you go 
now because you have the highest risk.
There have been no deaths in South Africa as a result of Covid-19 vaccination. A few people have come for vaccination without 
realising they already have Covid-19, and have died soon afterwards – but they died from Covid-19 infection and not from the 
vaccination. 
The vaccine does not cause sexual problems or infertility.  But if you catch Covid-19, you could experience these problems 
until you recover fully. It’s another good reason to be vaccinated right away! 

WHO Any person in South Africa aged 12 and above should go get 
vaccinated right away.
It is also safe for pregnant women to get vaccinated at any 
stage of pregnancy.
It’s your choice. Government is not forcing anybody to get 
vaccinated, but would like everyone to understand its 
benefits to them, their families and communities. 

It’s for men and women, SA citizens and people living in SA 
from other countries. Undocumented people are being 
vaccinated in pilot sites in eThekwini, Tshwane and the City of 
Cape Town.  We will grow the number of sites in these 
provinces and expand to other provinces in the coming weeks. 
At present, the system doesn’t allow foreign nationals and 
people without ID’s or other identity documentation (passport 
or refugee/asylum) to register, but we’re working on it. 

WHERE You can visit any vaccination site at a  government health facility 
or a private pharmacy or health facility. Even if you don’t have 
medical aid, you can go to a private facility and you won’t have to
pay.

Not all health facilities or pharmacies are vaccination sites. You
can find out  where your closest site is by visiting 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/active- vaccination-sites/ or calling 
the National Covid-19 hotline on 0800 029 999. The call is free.

HOW YOU CAN JUST ARRIVE AT A VACCINATION SITE BUT IT WILL SAVE YOU 
TIME IF YOU REGISTER FIRST
It will save you time if you register before you go, so that your
details are already in the system.
Phone 0800 029 999 tollfree OR
USSD: Dial *134*832*IDnumber#
No ID no? Just dial *134*832#
WhatsApp: Send “Register” to 0600 123 456
Online: https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/
But you can still just walk in. You may just have to wait a bit
longer.
If you have access to the Internet, you can now choose when
and where to get vaccinated.
• Once you are registered, you can choose when and where

to get vaccinated or change your vaccination appointment.
• Go to https://vaccine.booking.health.gov.za
Once you are fully vaccinated, you can download your 
Vaccination Certificate from 
https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za/ 

If you register, you  
will get an SMS 
telling you where 
and when to go to 
get vaccinated.
But  you don’t have 
to wait for the 
SMS. Just go to 
your nearest
vaccination  site.

Getting vaccinated is easy. 
When you get to the vaccination site, a 
nurse will take your temperature  to
check that you don’t have Covid-19. If
you do, you’ll be asked  to come back in
a month when it’s safer for you and for 
all the other people in the queue.
If your temperature is normal, you’ll be
invited to join the queue to be
vaccinated. When you do, you’ll feel just 
a small prick in your arm.  
Afterwards you’ll  be asked to stay for
15 minutes just to make sure you have
no side effects.

WHAT IF It is normal to have some side effects. A few hours after the 
vaccine you might feel like you’ve got a bad ‘flu, with fevers and
headaches and chills. But it goes away after day or so.

If you’re worried or feel short of breath or your heart is racing,
feel free to call the Covid-19 hotline 0800 029 999 for advice.

If you have any questions, call the COVID-19 hotline on 0800 029 999.
Contact: Nombulelo Leburu, Director:  External Communication  Nombulelo.leburu@health.gov.za

COMMUNICATIONS HIERARCHY FOR
17 – 23 JANUARY

https://vaccine.booking.health.gov.za/

