
Vaccination Programme
Communications priorities 28 Feb – 5 Mar 2022

HEADLINES FOR THIS PERIOD

COVID-19
This report is for communicators promoting the uptake of the Covid-19 vaccination programme. 

We hope it will help guide you as you shape communication to best suit your audience.



Progress with the Vaccination Rollout

Message for health workers
You can now do different types of vaccinations at the same time
• You can now give any other type of vaccination together with the COVID-19 vaccine i.e. you

don’t have towait for twoweeks as was required before. This includes vaccines for flu andHPV.
• If you do give another vaccine, preferably give the COVID-19 vaccine in the left arm and the

other in the right, in case there is a reaction in one arm, so we knowwhich vaccine caused the
inflammation.

Key Messages
Monday 28 Feb is the last day for Vooma Vouchers
Over 125,000 people have taken up the offer of R200 Vooma Vouchers, and we have received
feedback that they have been greatly appreciated. Monday is the last chance (only for people
aged fifty years and older)!

Ke-Ready! Are you?
• Join the #KeReady conversations with our young doctors.

@kereadysa or WhatsApp ‘hi’ to 060 019 0000

If you’re due for a booster, you should receive an SMS reminder.
If you’re not sure, phone 0800 029 999

The interval between Pfizer doses has been reduced
• The interval between the first and second Pfizer dose has been reduced from 42 days to 21 days

(3 weeks). Pfizer advises that the 2nd dose can be administered any time between 21 and 42
days. When we didn’t have enough stock, we chose to make the interval 42 days, but we now
have the stock tomake it 21 days.

There are now more choices when it comes to the booster dose
• Boosters are given from60 days for J&J and now from90 days for the Pfizer vaccine.

• J&J: 60 days (2 months) since your J&J first jab
• Pfizer: 90 days (3 months) since your second Pfizer vaccination.

• If you are 18 years or older and had the J&J dose you can now choose either the Pfizer or J&J
booster dose from60 days after getting your first J&J vaccine.

• If you are 18 years or older and have had two Pfizer doses you can now choose either the Pfizer
or J&J booster dose from90 days after getting your second Pfizer vaccine.

0800 029 999



Strategies & Interventions

Progress by 25 Feb 2022

Progress with the Vaccination Rollout

Vaccination statistics are updated daily
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/latest-vaccine-statistics/ 

Over 20 million people 
have received at least 
one dose of vaccine

Covid-19 Contact Centre 
0800 029 999

7am-8pm weekdays
8am–6pm weekends & public holidays
English, Afrikaans, isiZulu, isiXhosa and Sesotho

Last Chance to get your Vooma Vaccination Voucher
If you are 50+ and come for your very first vaccination before 28 Feb 2022 you can get a R200 
voucher to use at Shoprite, Checkers or Usave. 

Continue to wear your mask to reduce Covid-19 transmission
Wearing your mask and continuing to wash and sanitise hands, maintaining a distance from others, 
keeping windows open and meeting outside as much as possible do reduce transmission.

Vooma Vax Champs
Become part of a network of over 35 000 Vax Champs encouraging 
others to  vaccinate.
#vaxchamps /      vaxchamp.org.za

Reminders

At least 
one dose %

Fully 
vaccinated %

% Total pop. 20,322,017 33.7% 17,229,080 28.6%
% Adult pop. 19,000,221 47.7% 16,974,604 42.7%
60+ 3,738,122 67.9% 3,395,660 61.7%
50 - 59 yrs 3,075,833 63.9% 2,869,003 59.6%
35-49 yrs 6,052,710 51.8% 5,545,225 47.4%
18-34 yrs 6,130,140 34.5% 5,163,076 29.0%
12-17 yrs 1,321,796 254,476
Booster doses 1,035,596
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3 3.7 % of population 
have received one 

dose.

67% of 
the total 

population.



Talking with Young People

• We acknowledge that opportunities for young
people are scarce and that you have lost out even
more than many older people have because of the
pandemic. You have lost out in education, in job
possibilities, in connecting with friends and others
that can lead them to opportunity. This lack of
opportunity has made many young people angry
and anxious and distrustful.

• Trust is as important as the information that is
given. Young people want to hear frompeople they
trust, from each other and especially from well-
informed doctors and nurses who are of similar age
to them.

• As older people, we must make the space for
young people to engage on the vaccination
programme, to assess their own risks and make
their own choices – not to keep telling them what
to do.

#KeReady Undertaking
• We commit to growing opportunities for young

people over the next year and beyond.
• We will bring vaccinations closer to young people

by expanding our vaccination programme in
schools and opening up outreach sites at TVET
colleges and universities and in social spaces for
young people.

• Where possible, we will link these to other health
programmes aimed at promoting health and
preventing illness.

• We will get behind initiatives that allow youth to
engage more with our vaccination programme,
such as the network of young health professionals
able to address questions and concerns.

• We will encourage the corporate sector and civil
society that make it easier for young people to get
vaccinated through their own reward and
incentive programmes.

Thank you to young people!
• Thank you to all the young people who have come

forward in large numbers to get vaccinated against
Covid-19. Already over 7 million people under 35
years of age have had at least one dose of vaccine.

• We are especially grateful because young people
are at lower risk of hospitalisation and death than
older people – yet they have still come forward in
large numbers to protect not only themselves, but
their families and communities as well.

• Young people, your actions have helped to bring
the end of the pandemic closer, to a timewhenwe
can all get back to normal living.

There’s still reason to vaccinate
• We’re not yet at the end of the pandemic, and

there is still good reason for all of us to get
vaccinated.

• A lot of young people still get sick and some end up
in hospital – and people who get Covid-19 badly
tend to take much longer to recover from it.
Vaccination reduces the severity of disease.

• Vaccination doesn’t always stop infection but it can
help to reduce the risk of you becoming infected
with Covid-19. This is especially important in
protecting other familymembers.

• The more of us who are vaccinated, the stronger
our nation’s immunity to Covid-19.

We have heard young people
• We have heard from you as young people. You

have said: “Enough already! We want more
freedom not less. We want to take charge of our
lives and be able to make our own choices. We
want this pandemic to be over and are willing to
be part of making that happen”.



WHAT • Monday 28 Feb is the last day for Vooma Vouchers
• Join the #KeReady conversations with our young doctors. @kereadysa or WhatsApp ‘hi’ to 060 019 0000
If you still need to get vaccinated, have your second jab or receive a booster go now.
• You are less likely to get severe illness, be hospitalised or die if you get vaccinated.

The interval between Pfizer doses have been reduced
• The interval between the first and second Pfizer dose has been reduced from 42 days to 21 days (3 weeks)

There are now more choices when it comes to the booster vaccine and intervals times have been reduced for Pfizer
• Boosters are given from 60 days for J&J and now from 90 days for the Pfizer vaccine.

• J&J: 60 days (2 months) since your J&J first jab

• Pfizer: 90 days (3 months) since your second Pfizer vaccination.

• If you are 18 years or older and had the J&J dose you can now choose either the Pfizer or J&J booster dose from 60 days

after getting your first J&J vaccine.

• If you are 18 years or older and have had two Pfizer doses you can now choose either the Pfizer or J&J booster dose from

90 days after getting your second Pfizer vaccine.

WHY The vaccine is safe and protects you from getting very sick or dying from Covid-19. If you’re over fifty, it’s most important that you go 

now because you have the highest risk.

There have been no deaths in South Africa as a result of Covid-19 vaccination. A few people have come for vaccination without 

realising they already have Covid-19, and have died soon afterwards – but they died from Covid-19 infection and not from the 

vaccination. 

The vaccine does not cause sexual problems or infertility.  But if you catch Covid-19, you could experience these problems 

until you recover fully. It’s another good reason to be vaccinated right away! 

WHO Any person in South Africa aged 12 and above should go get 

vaccinated right away.

It is also safe for pregnant women to get vaccinated at any 

stage of pregnancy.

It’s your choice. Government is not forcing anybody to get 

vaccinated, but would like everyone to understand its benefits 

to them, their families and communities. 

It’s for men and women, SA citizens and people living in SA 

from other countries. Undocumented people are being 

vaccinated in pilot sites in eThekwini, Tshwane and Cape 

Town.  We will grow the number of sites in these provinces 

and expand to other provinces in the coming weeks. 

WHERE You can visit any vaccination site at a  government health facility or a 

private pharmacy or health facility. Even if you don’t have medical 

aid, you can go to a private facility and you won’t have to pay.

Not all health facilities or pharmacies are vaccination sites.

You can find out  where your closest site is by visiting 

https://sacoronavirus.co.za/active- vaccination-sites/ or calling 

the National Covid-19 hotline on 0800 029 999. The call is

free.

HOW YOU CAN JUST ARRIVE AT A VACCINATION SITE BUT IT WILL SAVE YOU TIME IF 
YOU REGISTER FIRST
It will save you time if you register before you go, so that your details

are already in the system.

Phone 0800 029 999 tollfree OR

USSD: Dial *134*832*IDnumber#

No ID no? Just dial *134*832#
WhatsApp: Send “Register” to 0600 123 456
Online: https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/

But you can still just walk in. You may just have to wait a bit

longer.If you have access to the Internet, you can now choose

when and where to get vaccinated.
• Once you are registered, you can choose when and where to 

get vaccinated or change your vaccination appointment.

• Go to https://vaccine.booking.health.gov.za

Once you are fully vaccinated, you can download your 

Vaccination Certificate from 

https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za/ 

If you register, you  will 

get an SMS telling you 

where and when to go 

to get vaccinated.

But  you don’t have to 

wait for the SMS. Just 

go to your nearest

vaccination  site.

Getting vaccinated is easy. 

When you get to the vaccination

site, a nurse will take your

temperature  to check that you

don’t have Covid-19. If you do,

you’ll be asked  to come back in a 

month when it’s safer for you and 

for all the other people in the

queue.

If your temperature is normal, 

you’ll be invited to join the queue 

to be vaccinated. When you do,

you’ll feel just a small prick in your

arm.  

Afterwards you’ll  be asked to stay

for 15 minutes just to make sure 

you have no side effects.

WHAT IF It is normal to have some side effects. A few hours after the vaccine 

you might feel like you’ve got a bad ‘flu, with fevers and headaches 

and chills. But it goes away after day or so.

If you’re worried or feel short of breath or your heart is

racing, feel free to call the Covid-19 hotline 0800 029 999 for

advice.

If you have any questions, call the COVID-19 hotline on 0800 029 999.
Contact: Nombulelo Leburu, Director:  External Communication  Nombulelo.leburu@health.gov.za
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