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HEADLINES FOR THIS PERIOD

COVID-19
This report is for communicators promoting the uptake of the Covid-19 vaccination programme. 

We hope it will help guide you as you shape communication to best suit your audience.

VACCINATION is STILL your BEST PROTECTION 
• 6 out of 10 people over 50 years are fully vaccinated. This 

group is better protected as winter and the 5th wave 
approach and are also able to live life to the full  and watch 
the big games live. If you’ve not yet come forward what are 
you waiting for?

New variants will keep coming unless more 
people get vaccinated
• The higher the vaccination coverage the less chance there is  

of new variants emerging, and until more people vaccinate 
we will continue to get infected with Covid.

Young people who are vaccinated and get 
Covid-19 are less likely to suffer from long-Covid
• Think you don’t need to worry cos you are young or have 

already had Covid? Well think again, the long term effects of 
Covid could stick around longer and new variants might not 
be so kind to your body so get the jab now before you get 
Covid again.

Reinforce previous messages
Got no papers? You CAN get vaccinated at a 
public site
• Call 0800 029 999 to find out where to go.

If you have a compromised immune system get
an additional dose
• This additional (extra) dose helps to enhance your immune

system and you still can get a booster dose after that.

Healthcare 
workers can get 

counselling, 
information & 

support by 
calling 24/7 

0800 21 21 21 
or the COVID-19 contact centre 

0800 029 999



Strategies & Interventions

Progress by 17 April 2022

Progress with the Vaccination Rollout

Vaccination statistics are updated daily https://sacoronavirus.co.za/latest-vaccine-statistics/ 

Covid-19 Contact Centre 
0800 029 99

Looking for a vaccination site?
• Call 0800 029 999
• Visit sacoronavirus.co.za
• Use the App Findmyjab.co.za

News

At least 
one dose %

Fully 
vaccinated %

% Total pop. 21,130,966 35.0% 18,155,537 30.1%
% Adult pop. 19,533,684 49.1% 17,695,415 44.5%
60+ 3,806,748 69.1% 3,492,052 63.4%
50-59 yrs 3,132,239 65.0% 2,964,075 61.5%
35-49 yrs 6,189,388 53.0% 5,756,869 49.3%
18-34 yrs 6,402,164 36.0% 5,480,944 30.8%
12-17 yrs 1,597,282 460,122
Booster doses 2,524,058

7am-10pm weekdays
8am-6pm weekends & public holidays
English, Afrikaans, isiZulu, isiXhosa & Sesotho

Vax Champs
#vaxchamps 
vaxchamp.org.za

TIME TO COMMENT HAS 
BEEN EXTENDED

National Health Act: Draft Regulations
Interested persons are welcome to submit
comments on the proposed Regulations
relating to environmental health, surveillance
and the control of notifiable medical
conditions, public health measures in points of
entry and the management of human remains.

Email your comments before 24 April to: 
Email: legalreviews@health.gov.za WhatsApp: 
060 012 3456

Digital Vaccination Certificate

Download your vaccination certificate and ask 
a friend, your employer or the Covid-19 

contact centre to help you.

https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za

#KeReady2Flex 
Challenge

R100,000 in weekly prizes for 
young people.

To enter send your vaccination 
related creative message to 

WhatsApp ‘flex’ to 060 019 0000
@Kereadysa
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received one�dose.

67% of 
the total 

population.

https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za/
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Primary Schedule Booster doses

One dose Additional dose 1st booster 2nd booster

J&J 28 day to 3 
month interval

J&J OR Pfizer 60 day 
interval

J&J OR
Pfizer

90 day 
interval

J&J OR
Pfizer

ONE OF THESE THREE DOSES MUST BE A PFIZER VACCINE

Primary Schedule
Booster dose

1st dose 2nd dose Additional dose

Pfizer 21 day 
interval

Pfizer
28 day to 3 

month interval
Pfizer OR J&J

90 day interval Pfizer OR
J&J

OR

Take a look at the current vaccination schedule which offers two boosters doses for J&J and one for Pfizer.
Additional doses (red) can be given to people who are 18-years or older who have an immunocompromised
system and this additional dose must be prescribed by a doctor or nurse..

We have two vaccines being administered in South Africa and “fully” vaccinated means you have had
either the one-dose J&J or both of the the 2-dose Pfizer vaccine. Full protection only comes in two weeks
after receiving either the J&J or the second Pfizer dose. This is why it is best to limit your social interactions
until the two-weeks have passed. Boosters are top-ups to keep your immune system strong.

Vaccines have been well researched and safety and efficacy is key before the wider global population is
vaccinated against any new virus. At the same time as more research is conducted protocols are likely to
change, and they will keep changing especially since there are new variants and mutations of Covid-19
emerge frequently. This then impacts on the number of boosters given and the duration of the intervals
and therefore the schedules over time. Which is also why communication has to be constant and also
change to align with these new protocols and regulations.

Vaccination Schedule

What does “fully” vaccinated mean

New science means and protocols

Covid-19 vaccines can cause side-effects and in some these are minor like a sore arm at the injection site,
whereas others may experience 2-3 days of flu like symptoms. Typical side effects include a sore arm or red at
the injection site, fever or chills, headache, tiredness, muscle ache or you feeling like throwing up. Very few
people have any really bad reactions to vaccination – and they can be treated. Paracetamol like Pandao or
Painblok, rest and lots of water all help to relive side-effects.

Not many people suffer from adverse events following the Covid-19 vaccination and most will happen
immediately after receiving the injection which is why we are asked to stay for 15-minutes afterwards to be
observed. If the pain where you got the jab gets worse and not better after a day, other side effects do not go
away in a few days or you are worried by pain in your chest or head, or you feel faint or short of breath contact
a health provider.

You can report serious side effects and adverse events at a health facility, by using the MedSafety app
https://medsafety.sahpra.org.za/, emailing AEFI@health.gov.za or calling the toll free hotline 0800 029 999.

Side-effects and adverse events

https://medsafety.sahpra.org.za/
mailto:AEFI@health.gov.za


WHAT VACCINATION is STILL your BEST PROTECTION 

• 6 out of 10 people over 50 years are fully vaccinated. This group is better protected as winter and the 5th wave 
approach and are also able to live life to the full  and watch the big games live. If you’ve not yet come forward what 
are you waiting for?

New variants will keep coming unless more people get vaccinated

• The higher the vaccination coverage the less chance there is  of new variants emerging, and until more people 
vaccinate we will continue to get infected with Covid.

Young people who are vaccinated and get Covid-19 are less likely to suffer from long-Covid

• Think you don’t need to worry cos you are young or have already had Covid? Well think again, the long term effects 
of Covid could stick around longer and new variants might not be so kind to your body so get the jab now before you 
get Covid again.

Got no papers? You CAN get vaccinated at a public site

• Call 0800 029 999 to find out where to go.
If you have a compromised immune system get an additional dose

• This additional (extra) dose helps to enhance your immune system and you still can get a booster dose after that.
WHY The vaccine is safe and protects you from getting very sick or dying from Covid-19. If you’re over fifty, it’s most important that you go 

now because you have the highest risk. There have been no deaths in South Africa as a result of Covid-19 vaccination. A few people 
have come for vaccination without realising they already have Covid-19, and have died soon afterwards – but they died from Covid-19 
infection and not from the vaccination.  The vaccine does not cause sexual problems or infertility.  But if you catch Covid-19, you 
could experience these problems until you recover fully. It’s another good reason to be vaccinated right away! 

WHO Any person in South Africa aged 12 and above should go get 
vaccinated right away.
It is also safe for pregnant women to get vaccinated at any 
stage of pregnancy.
It’s your choice. Government is not forcing anybody to get 
vaccinated, but would like everyone to understand its benefits 
to them, their families and communities. 

It’s for men and women, SA citizens and people living in SA 
from other countries. 
Individuals who don’t have documents, for whatever reason, 
are also able to be vaccinated at public sites.

WHERE You can visit any vaccination site at a  government health facility or a 
private pharmacy or health facility. Even if you don’t have medical 
aid, you can go to a private facility and you won’t have to pay.

Not all health facilities or pharmacies are vaccination sites.
You can find out  where your closest site is by visiting 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/active-vaccination-sites/ or 
calling the National Covid-19 hotline on 0800 029 999 – it’s a 
free call. You can also look on the app: findmyjab.co.za

HOW YOU CAN JUST ARRIVE AT A VACCINATION SITE BUT IT WILL SAVE YOU TIME IF 

YOU REGISTER FIRST

It will save you time if you register before you go, so that your details
are already in the system.
Phone 0800 029 999 tollfree OR
USSD: Dial *134*832*IDnumber#
No ID no? Just dial *134*832#

WhatsApp: Send “Register” to 0600 123 456

Online: https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/
But you can still just walk in. You may just have to wait a bit longer.
If you have access to the Internet, you can choose when and where

to get vaccinated.

• Once you are registered, you can choose when and where to 
get vaccinated or change your vaccination appointment.

• Go to https://vaccine.booking.health.gov.za
Once you are fully vaccinated, you can download your 
Vaccination Certificate from 
https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za/ 

If you register, you  will 
get an SMS telling you 
where and when to go 
to get vaccinated.
But  you don’t have to 
wait for the SMS. Just 
go to your nearest
vaccination  site.

Getting vaccinated is easy. 
When you get to the vaccination
site, a nurse will take your
temperature  to check that you
don’t have Covid-19. If you do,
you’ll be asked  to come back in a 
month when it’s safer for you and 
for all the other people in the
queue.
If your temperature is normal, 
you’ll be invited to join the queue 
to be vaccinated. When you do,
you’ll feel just a small prick in your
arm.  
Afterwards you’ll  be asked to stay
for 15 minutes just to make sure 
you have no side effects.

WHAT IF It is normal to have some side effects. A few hours after the vaccine 
you might feel like you’ve got a bad ‘flu, with fevers and headaches 
and chills. But it goes away after day or so.

If you’re worried or feel short of breath or your heart is
racing, feel free to call the Covid-19 hotline 0800 029 999 for
advice.

If you have any questions, call the COVID-19 hotline on 0800 029 999.

Contact: Nombulelo Leburu, Director:  External Communication  Nombulelo.leburu@health.gov.za
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