COVID-19
Vaccination Programme

Communications priorities

6 – 12 June 2022

This report is for communicators promoting the uptake of the Covid-19 vaccination programme.
We hope it will help guide you as you shape communication to best suit your audience.

HEADLINES THIS WEEK
50% of adults are vaccinated
with at least one dose
• Thank you to ALL who have
worked
alongside
our
healthcare workers to make
this possible.

65% of people over 50 years
are vaccinated and are
encouraged to get an extra
booster
• Two Pfizer booster doses are
now available for people over
50. Boosters help to keep your
immunity up reduce your
chance of being hospitalised or
getting very ill from Covid.
• If you are over 50 and have a
co-morbidity the booster is a
must to keep your immunity up
and your body healthy.

Most young people in hospital with Covid are not vaccinated
• The facts are clear - the vaccine helps to keep you out of hospital. Currently nine out of ten teens in
hospital with severe Covid have not vaccinated.

Getting the vaccine improves your mood
• Studies (AJPM, 2022:62:5,P679-687) show that people’s mental health improves after vaccinating as there is a
reduction in anticipated fear about Covid and its possible impact on their lives which improves their
overall mental health.

Need more info on vaccination call 0800 029 999 or visit sacoronavirus.co.za

Reinforce Previous Messages
1 in 2 adults in South Africa are now vaccinated
• More than 50% of adults living in South Africa have had least one dose of vaccine against Covid-19.
• This includes 70% of the 60 plus age group who has vaccinated and almost two-thirds of the 50-59
year age group.

The vaccine booster helps to keep your immunity up and your body will handle
Covid-19 better should you get it.
• If you are over 50-years-old or have a co-morbidity then
it is best that you vaccinate and get a booster.
• Immunity from the vaccine reduces over time and even
• faster if you had Covid-19 previously. Get added protection
• by boosting now rather than later.

Keep windows open to let fresh air move freely
• Meet up with friends and family outside as much as possible but if inside keep windows open.

Vaccine side-effects are not nearly as bad as severe Covid or being hospitalised

• 36 million Covid-19 vaccines have been given in South Africa, and approximately 50,000 people
come each week day to be vaccinated. They know that the vaccine offers them the best protection.
• If you are still worried about side-effects speak to a health professional or someone who has
already vaccinated. You can also call the contact centre on 0800 029 999 or WhatsApp the KeReady
line on 060 019 0000 to chat with a young doctor.

Progress with the Vaccination Rollout
Progress by 2 June 2022
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Daily vaccination statistics
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/latest-vaccine-statistics/

At least
one dose
% Total pop. 21,793,671
% Adult pop. 19,951,548
60+
3,856,339
50-59 yrs
3,172,154
35-49 yrs
6,303,366
18-34 yrs
6,613,674
12-17 yrs
1,842,123
Booster doses 3,228,459

Fully
vaccinated
%
36.1% 18,815,752
50.1% 18,154,868
70.0%
3,556,134
65.8%
3,022,655
53.9%
5,899,099
37.2%
5,675,555
660,884

Looking for a vaccination site?
0800 029 999

*

sacoronavirus.co.za findmyjab.co.za
*

%
31.2%
45.6%
64.6%
62.7%
50.5%
31.9%

Interventions & Updates
New booster schedule for 50 plus age group

Boosters give your body added protection to fend off getting
severe Covid-19 and are especially important if you are over
50 and also have a co-morbidity such as hypertension or
diabetes. You can now get two Pfizer booster doses 120 days
apart and can also mix and match your booster doses.

#KeReady
More than 8,4 million young people in South
Africa have received at least one dose of the
vaccine, with most already having come back for
their second jab. That’s a huge number of young
people!
The uptake of first doses are largely sustained, at
the moment, by 12-34-year-olds coming forward
to vaccinate.
Proximity to a vaccination site and convenience to
them are important factors in getting young
people to vaccinate. This is why taking vaccines to
where young people is key.
When young people have the facts and figures
about the vaccine and are able to ask questions
and discuss their concerns with a trusted person,
such as young doctor, community figure or friend
and family member who has vaccinated they are
more likely to come forward and vaccinate.
Join the KeReady Twitter space conversations or
catch a KeReady podcast.#Kereadysa

Vaccine Certificate
Get your vaccination certificate using the following
web link:
https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za
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50% of adults are vaccinated with at least one dose
•

Thank you to ALL who have worked alongside our healthcare workers to make this possible.

65% of people over 50 years are vaccinated and are encouraged to get an extra booster
•
•

Two Pfizer booster doses are now available for people over 50. Boosters help to keep your immunity up reduce your
chance of being hospitalised or getting very ill from Covid.
If you are over 50 and have a co-morbidity the booster is a must to keep your immunity up and your body healthy.

Most young people in hospital with Covid are not vaccinated
•

The facts are clear - the vaccine helps to keep you out of hospital. Currently nine out of ten teens in hospital with severe
Covid have not vaccinated.

Getting the vaccine improves your mood
•

Studies (AJPM,2022:62:5,P679-687) show that people’s mental health improves after vaccinating as there is a reduction in anticipated
fear about Covid and its possible impact on their lives which improves their overall mental health.

WHY

The vaccine is safe and protects you from getting very sick or dying from Covid-19. If you’re over fifty, it’s most important that you go
now because you have the highest risk. A few people have come for vaccination without realising they already have Covid-19, and
have died soon afterwards – but they died from Covid-19 infection and not from the vaccination. The vaccine does not cause sexual
problems or infertility. But if you catch Covid-19, you could experience these problems until you recover fully. It’s another good
reason to be vaccinated right away!

WHO

Any person in South Africa aged 12 and above should go get
vaccinated right away.
It is also safe for pregnant women to get vaccinated at any
stage of pregnancy.
It’s your choice. Government is not forcing anybody to get
vaccinated, but would like everyone to understand its benefits
to them, their families and communities.
You can visit any vaccination site at a government health facility or a
private pharmacy or health facility. Even if you don’t have medical
aid, you can go to a private facility and you won’t have to pay.

WHERE

HOW

WHAT IF

YOU CAN JUST ARRIVE AT A VACCINATION SITE BUT IT WILL SAVE YOU TIME
IF YOU REGISTER FIRST
It will save you time if you register as that way your details are
already in the system.
Phone 0800 029 999 tollfree OR
USSD: Dial *134*832*IDnumber#
No ID no? Just dial *134*832#
WhatsApp: Send “Register” to 0600 123 456
Online: https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/
But you can still just walk in. You may just have to wait a bit longer.
If you have access to the Internet, you can choose when and where
to get vaccinated.
• Once you are registered, you can choose when and where to
get vaccinated or change your vaccination appointment.
• Go to https://vaccine.booking.health.gov.za
Once you are fully vaccinated, you can download your
Vaccination Certificate from
https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za/
It is normal to have some side effects. A few hours after the vaccine
you might feel like you’ve got a bad ‘flu, with fevers and headaches
and chills. But it goes away after day or so.

It’s for men and women, SA citizens and people living in SA
from other countries.
Individuals who don’t have documents, for whatever reason,
are also able to be vaccinated for FREE at public sites.

Not all health facilities or pharmacies are vaccination sites.
You can find out where your closest site is by visiting
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/active-vaccination-sites/ or
calling the National Covid-19 hotline on 0800 029 999 – it’s a
free call. You can also look on the app: findmyjab.co.za
If you register, you will Getting vaccinated is easy.
get an SMS telling you When you get to the vaccination
where and when to go site, a nurse will take your
to get vaccinated.
temperature to check that you
But you don’t have to don’t have Covid-19. If you do,
wait for the SMS. Just you’ll be asked to come back in a
go to your nearest
month when it’s safer for you and
vaccination site.
for all the other people in the
queue.
If your temperature is normal,
you’ll be invited to join the queue
to be vaccinated. When you do,
you’ll feel a small prick in your
arm.
Afterwards you’ll be asked to stay
for 15 minutes just to make sure
you have no side effects.
If you’re worried or feel short of breath or your heart is
racing, feel free to call the Covid-19 hotline 0800 029 999 for
advice.

If you have any questions, call the COVID-19 hotline on 0800 029 999.
Contact: Nombulelo Leburu, Director: External Communication Nombulelo.leburu@health.gov.za

