
Communications priorities 25 April  – 1 May 2022

HEADLINES THIS WEEK

COVID-19
This report is for communicators ou shape communication to best suit your audience. promoting the 

uptake of the Covid-19 vaccination programme. We hope it will help guide you as your audience.

VACCINATION is STILL your BEST 
PROTECTION 
6 out of 10 people over 50 years are fully vaccinated. This
group is better protected as winter and the 5th wave
approach and are also able to live life to the full and
watch the big games live. If you’ve not yet come forward
what are you waiting for?

New variants will keep coming unless more 
people get vaccinated 
The higher the vaccination coverage the less chance
there is of new variants emerging, and until more people
vaccinate we will continue to get infected with Covid.

Vaccination Programme

Most people in hospital right now, with severe Covid, are unvaccinated
• The facts are clear. If you’re fully vaccinated and boosted you are less likely to go to hospital or sadly die if

you do get Covid.

If you have a co-morbidity then the vaccine offers you the best protection
• Living with hypertension, diabetes, TB, HIV or obesity? Keep taking your meds and get vaccinated ASAP as the

vaccine will help your immune system to fight off Covid if you get it.

Vaccines are safe with over 5 billion people choosing to be vaccinated
• Vaccines contain their respective active ingredient (mRNA in the case of Pfizer) and some harmless

ingredients (found in lots of the foods we eat) such as salts, fats, sugars and stabilisers to keep it safe and help
it work well. Boosters are exactly the same as the first and second vaccine doses of both J&J and Pfizer.

Young people who are vaccinated & get Covid are less likely to suffer from long-Covid
• Think you don’t need to worry cos you are young or have already had Covid? Well think again, the long term

effects of Covid could stick around longer and new variants might not be so kind to your body so get the jab
now before you get Covid again.

Reinforce previous messages



Strategies & Interventions

Progress by 22 April 2022

Vaccination statistics 
Statistics are updated daily

https://sacoronavirus.co.za/latest-vaccine-statistics/ 

Looking for a vaccination site?
• Call 0800 029 999

• Visit sacoronavirus.co.za (Click on vaccine 

updates. Choose active vaccine sites & your province)

• Use the App Findmyjab.co.za

At least one 
dose %

Fully 
vaccinated %

% Total pop. 21,205,515 35.2% 18,239,170 30.2%

% Adult pop. 19,582,592 49.2% 17,754,940 44.6%

60+ 3,812,192 69.2% 3,499,204 63.6%

50-59 yrs 3,136,270 65.1% 2,970,856 61.7%

35-49 yrs 6,202,386 53.1% 5,774,940 49.4%

18-34 yrs 6,428,613 36.1% 5,508,213 31.0%

12-17 yrs 1,622,923 484,230

Booster doses 2,611,299

Covid-19 Contact Centre 
0800 029 99
7am-10pm weekdays

8am-6pm weekends & public holidays

English, Afrikaans, isiZulu, isiXhosa & Sesotho

Vax Champs
#vaxchamps 
vaxchamp.org.za

Digital Vaccination Certificate
Download your vaccination certificate 

by using this URL. 

https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za

Ask a friend, family or your employer to help you or 
call the Covid-19 contact centre on 

0800 012 999.

#KeReady2Flex Challenge
ends 26 April

R100,000 in weekly prizes for 

young people. To enter send your 
vaccination related creative message

to WhatsApp ‘flex’ to 060 019 0000
@Kereadysa
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Progress with the Vaccination Rollout

https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za/


Primary Schedule Booster doses

One dose
60 day 

interval

1st booster
90 day 
interval

2nd booster

J&J J&J OR Pfizer J&J OR Pfizer

Primary Schedule
Booster dose

1st dose
21 day 
interval

2nd dose

Pfizer Pfizer 90 day interval Pfizer OR J&J

OR

Download your vaccine certificate and keep it on your
phone or print it our to show when entering sporting
events or other events. If you travel to other countries
you may be asked to show you vaccine certificate.

It doesn’t pay to buy a fake certificate as you will still be
at high risk for severe Covid as you haven’t vaccinated
and it doesn’t help South Africa as a whole to keep the
virus from spreading so vaccinate and download your
actual vaccination certificate.

Vaccination Schedule

Vaccine Certificates

Strategies & Interventions

Long-Covid
The long term effects of Covid can stick around longer with ongoing or new symptoms lasting weeks or even
months. These symptoms also appear amongst people who had Covid but had mild or even no symptoms.
What’s more young people and people who are very fit and healthy can suffer long-Covid.

Long-Covid symptoms according to the CDC include:
Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath; tiredness or fatigue; symptoms that get worse after physical
or mental activities; difficulty thinking or concentrating (“brain fog”); cough; chest or stomach pain;
headache; fast-beating heart (heart palpitations); joint or muscle pain; pins-and-needles; diarrhoea; sleep
problems; fever; dizziness on standing (light headedness); rash; mood changes; change in smell or taste
and changes in menstrual period cycles (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/long-term-effects/index.html)

Vaccine Equity
The Vaccine Equity Advisory notes that people who are marginalized, disadvantaged, institutionalised, homeless
and incarcerated have higher morbidity and mortality rates from Covid-19 than the general public. There are far
more vaccine sites, both public and private, in certain areas with historically disadvantaged and currently low-
economic areas areas having far less access. Barriers to vaccination also include not knowing where a site is,
difficulty accessing sites, the costs of getting to a site and time constraints due to work or the length of time it
takes to get a vaccine. This has an impact on the health of the entire nation and we all need assist to make
vaccines more accessible to all South Africans.



WHAT Most people in hospital right now, with severe Covid, are unvaccinated

• The facts are clear. If you’re fully vaccinated and boosted you are less likely to go to hospital or sadly die if you do get Covid.
If you have a co-morbidity then the vaccine offers you the best protection

• Living with hypertension, diabetes, TB, HIV or obesity? Keep taking your meds and get vaccinated ASAP as the vaccine will help your
immune system to fight off Covid if you get it.

Vaccines are safe with over 5 billion people choosing to be vaccinated

• Vaccines contain their respective active ingredient (mRNA in the case of Pfizer) and some harmless ingredients (found in lots of the foods
we eat) such as salts, fats, sugars and stabilisers to keep it safe and help it work well. Boosters are exactly the same as the first and second
vaccine doses of both J&J and Pfizer.

Young people who are vaccinated & get Covid are less likely to suffer from long-Covid

• Think you don’t need to worry cos you are young or have already had Covid? Well think again, the long term effects of Covid could stick
around longer and new variants might not be so kind to your body so get the jab now before you get Covid again.

VACCINATION is STILL your BEST PROTECTION 

• 6 out of 10 people over 50 years are fully vaccinated. This group is better protected as winter and the 5th wave approach and are also able
to live life to the full and watch the big games live. If you’ve not yet come forward what are you waiting for?

New variants will keep coming unless more people get vaccinated 

• The higher the vaccination coverage the less chance there is of new variants emerging, and until more people vaccinate we will continue
to get infected with Covid.

WHY The vaccine is safe and protects you from getting very sick or dying from Covid-19. If you’re over fifty, it’s most important that you go 
now because you have the highest risk. There have been no deaths in South Africa as a result of Covid-19 vaccination. A few people 
have come for vaccination without realising they already have Covid-19, and have died soon afterwards – but they died from Covid-19 
infection and not from the vaccination.  The vaccine does not cause sexual problems or infertility.  But if you catch Covid-19, you 
could experience these problems until you recover fully. It’s another good reason to be vaccinated right away! 

WHO Any person in South Africa aged 12 and above should go get 
vaccinated right away.
It is also safe for pregnant women to get vaccinated at any 
stage of pregnancy.
It’s your choice. Government is not forcing anybody to get 
vaccinated, but would like everyone to understand its benefits 
to them, their families and communities. 

It’s for men and women, SA citizens and people living in SA 
from other countries. 
Individuals who don’t have documents, for whatever reason, 
are also able to be vaccinated at public sites.

WHERE You can visit any vaccination site at a  government health facility or a 
private pharmacy or health facility. Even if you don’t have medical 
aid, you can go to a private facility and you won’t have to pay.

Not all health facilities or pharmacies are vaccination sites.
You can find out  where your closest site is by visiting 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/active-vaccination-sites/ or 
calling the National Covid-19 hotline on 0800 029 999 – it’s a 
free call. You can also look on the app: findmyjab.co.za

HOW YOU CAN JUST ARRIVE AT A VACCINATION SITE BUT IT WILL SAVE YOU TIME IF 

YOU REGISTER FIRST

It will save you time if you register before you go, so that your details
are already in the system.
Phone 0800 029 999 tollfree OR
USSD: Dial *134*832*IDnumber#
No ID no? Just dial *134*832#

WhatsApp: Send “Register” to 0600 123 456

Online: https://vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za/
But you can still just walk in. You may just have to wait a bit longer.
If you have access to the Internet, you can choose when and where

to get vaccinated.

• Once you are registered, you can choose when and where to 
get vaccinated or change your vaccination appointment.

• Go to https://vaccine.booking.health.gov.za
Once you are fully vaccinated, you can download your 
Vaccination Certificate from 
https://vaccine.certificate.health.gov.za/ 

If you register, you  will 
get an SMS telling you 
where and when to go 
to get vaccinated.
But  you don’t have to 
wait for the SMS. Just 
go to your nearest
vaccination  site.

Getting vaccinated is easy. 
When you get to the vaccination
site, a nurse will take your
temperature  to check that you
don’t have Covid-19. If you do,
you’ll be asked  to come back in a 
month when it’s safer for you and 
for all the other people in the
queue.
If your temperature is normal, 
you’ll be invited to join the queue 
to be vaccinated. When you do,
you’ll feel just a small prick in your
arm.  
Afterwards you’ll  be asked to stay
for 15 minutes just to make sure 
you have no side effects.

WHAT IF It is normal to have some side effects. A few hours after the vaccine 
you might feel like you’ve got a bad ‘flu, with fevers and headaches 
and chills. But it goes away after day or so.

If you’re worried or feel short of breath or your heart is
racing, feel free to call the Covid-19 hotline 0800 029 999 for
advice.

If you have any questions, call the COVID-19 hotline on 0800 029 999.

Contact: Nombulelo Leburu, Director:  External Communication  Nombulelo.leburu@health.gov.za
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